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OF THE UPPFR FAST SIDE HISTORIC DISTRICTS

) East ol Stecor Noa Y R e ark LOR2L
{212y AdB-235, Fax (212) 335221 A5
it trnds-nes gty
s Jrtemd=-te = oy

November 26, 2002

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS HEARING
TESTIMONY BY LISA KERSAVAGE

Re 03-2628- Block 36. 37. lot 1122, 8 West 70th Strect - Congregation Shearith Israel
Synagogue - Individual Landmark. Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District

Madam Chair. Honorable Commuissioners,

FRIENDS is testifying on this issuc because both the East and West Sides share a common and
precious characteristic. low rise mid-blocks of residential buildings This building pattern ts essential
to preserve i order to maintain the sense of place of both neighborhoods.

This proposal to build a 14-story building on a mid-block is egregiously inapprepriate In order to
receive a modification of the use and bulk regulations under Section 74-711, the Landmarks
Preservation Commuission must find that the bulk of the modifications relate harmoniously to the
landmark building or buildings in the Historic District. It is eminently clear that the proposed 14-
story building is not harmonious to the landmarked synagoguc itself. nor to the dominant character
of the mud-blocks in the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District. Off the Avenue, West
70% Strect. like most of the mid-blocks on the Upper West Side. is made up primanly of 4-6 story
rowhouses

FRIENDS feels that inappropriatencss alone warrants a denial of this application

Please deay this applicatton
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If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,

alj speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS® SIGN IN SHEET

Dae 3l 1w el g

Item Address

Item # ? }lf-\"
i

In fuvor of proposal 1 Against proposul Other position

A bres G eer—
) Name
L2 ")
S & {}aﬂ/ﬁ:/ Vo K Lot
Address
Representting

1f you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Aftuirs.

1t you need additional space. please uses the other side,

000366
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

LOPNIRL S IRELD, 9 1 LOOKR, NP YORK Sy 10007 TEL 212 009-7923 FAX 212-6069-7767

hitp/nye. gov. landmacks

It you wish to speak, please compiete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak.

all speakers are asked to limit thew remarks 1o three niinutes.

2, 2e

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS’ SIGN IN SHEET
oL

Date

ltem #

Item Address

In favor of proposal X1 Against proposal

Other position

L/cm 2T AN (=4 Ke R
Name
3/ () 6T ST (-7 Wy (oo2eS
Address

Represesiting

H you would rather leave a statement, complete and return 1o the Recepiion Desk, or mail the

form to the Commission at the ubaove address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community

and Government Affairs.

000367

If you need additional space. please uses the other side.
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If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In ordc: to give others an opportunity to speuk.
2} speakers are ashed to himitt then rematks 1o three minuies

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS’ SIGN IN SHEET
pae 4} 4 L o, <

Item # Item Address \S‘fli G IQLttL { -Sé 'ﬂ il._.

In favor of proposal ‘-’/Agamst proposal Other posution
BB MATTser—
} Name
D0C e AU A3
Address
SELF
Represeniing

1f you would rather leave a siatcrnent, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or ma! the
form to the Commussion at the above address. attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

It you nced additional space. please uses the other side
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If vou wish to speak. please complete s form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak.
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS’ SIGN IN SHEET

Date ! i / 2y 0L
3 i . _
Item # Item Address .S/l 4ol /«_S i e ( /W‘Uf LJ| zf'i-""?}_
In favor of proposal é Against proposal Other position
DﬁfLT:"/Zf(ﬂ. "-gﬂmﬁ’i el /D / Lfbé}L
: Name
“ll Ceopn el "-}_)AJL lo it ji‘
Address
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
farm to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If vou need additional space, please uses the other side.
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

LOEN AL SIRENT.D "1honoR bW SURR NY 10007 TEL 2126637023 04X 212-668 7797

http /nyc.gov.landmarks

If vou wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to himut thewr remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS’ SIGN IN SHEET
pae_ VL, g CR

: : .
Item # [tem Address EJ) N q C‘-—f\‘l}
In favor of proposal Agamst proposal QOther position
"'\.!;\ .'a A L C"-« \‘.\:‘e\
L Name
.- } -
RN 3 otw sy
Address
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or maif the
form to the Commission at the above address. attention: Diane Jackier, Dirvector of Community
and Government Affairs.

If vou need additional space. please uses the other side
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} THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
%Ej} o FCLNIRL S'RECT 9 FLUMR NEW YORK N 10007 TEL 212669 “023TAX 212.669-7797

http/nyc gov landmarks

I1 you wish to speal., please complete this {orm. I order to give others an opportumty to speak,
all speahers are usked to limut their remarks to thiee minutes

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS’ SIGN IN SHEET

’ - o R
Date. '/ A

4 4 ;o s AT
Item # ? :f’ / Item Address e L/f/ L/ :.‘7”
e

In favor of proposal Against proposal Other position
1 ! o - s .
(N7 ES AR T T A
Name
f o 2 ’ 'UAY -
B Ve Tt B Ay Wi sop 2
Addrevs
s ‘{\I' v - , —_
(5w 7T = LA
Representing

It you would rather leave a stutement, complete and return to the Reception Desh, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention' Drane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CPNTRE STREET, 9" 'FLOOR, NEW YORK Y 10007 TEL 212-669-7923 FAX 212-669-7797

hitp:/nyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limut their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS’ SIGN IN SHEET
Due. /i Ale i 87—
Item # Item Address Kﬁ’"“j’/bt?’d-j)m CPACM /% 13411/

In favor of proposal /( Against proposal Other position

ﬁ(&fldf il
Name
/10 WesT 7O sof b WVC 16024

Address

Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please uses the other side.
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NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY

COMMITTEES
827 Legisiative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248 Rules
Tel 518-453-4941 Fax; 518-455-5933 Heaith
Higher Educalion
25 Broadway, Rm. 2232w York, NY 10007 Insurance
B4 th Assembly District Tek 212-312:1492 Fax. 212-312-1494 Judiciary
Chai E-mail: Gottfri@assembly state.ny.us Socigl Services
Committee on Health Masarity Steering
November 13, 2002
Sherida Paulsen, Chair
Landmarks Preservation Corunission
One Cenire Street

New York, NY 10007
BY FAX AND BY MAIL

Re:  Congregaton Sheanth Israel
B West 70th Street

Dear Ms. Paulsen:

We are writing to ask the Commission to pospone the hearing on Congregation Shearth Israel (The
Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue}, schedulad for November 26

The Commissicn’s schedule for the public hearing on this project means that Conmmumty Board 7
will not be able to participate in the hearing, because the Board will nol be consideting the proposal unnl its
full board meeting on December 3. There are significant concerns about the proposal, including whether the
development serves a preservation purpose and whether it wouid set bad precedent for zaning and
development in historic districts Shearith Istael hias been working with the City on this project for two
years, without any word to the community. It is wrong for it to now to seek to rush through the public
review process. The communily's voice nust be heard.

Shearith Tsrael {CSI) has proposed to build & 14-story (159-foot) building on its property at § West
70th Street. The synagogue 1tseif s a landmarked building, and 15 located within the Upper West
Side/Central Park West Historic District. In order to proceed wiih this development, CS1 must obtain a
Certificate o[ Appropriateness from the Landmarks Preservation Commission, as well as a waiver from the
City Planning Commussion or the Board of Slandards and Appcals.

We urge you to postpone the date of this hearing until after December 3, so that the Commission will
be able to consider the opinton of Cormnumity Board 7 in making its decision on this matter.

Very truly youwrs,
h;lhf“ M/ %jﬂn‘) g‘b ‘5 b E/“J
Thomas K. Duane wh Richard N. Gottfried Gale Brewer
State Semator Assembly Member Councitmember

oet Conumunity Board 7
Historic Districid Councy
Landinark West!
Munieipal Arig Sucicty
Congregation Shearith Isracl
Various Incal co-0ps aad residz=nts



11722702 15:44 FAX 2129210127 Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10%%%3 000399

www.protectwest70.org

CHRISTOS INC. o
241 WEST 37" STREET

NEW YORK N.Y. 10018
www.christosbridal. com
TEL: {212) 921-0025
FAX: (212) 821-0127

November 22, 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair

Dear Ms. Paulsen,

Community Board 7 Landmarks Committee held a hearing last night regarding
Congregation Shearith I1srael’s plans to construct a 14 story tower in 2 designated
historic district.

The local residents tumed out in force to oppose the towers construction which will
destroy the character of the neighborhood.

Congregation Shearith Israel can meet the needs of its growing membership by
constructing a six story building where it plans to build the tower. Under current laws a
six story structure is permissible. Shearith Isr2el Is abusing its non-profit status by
attempting to gain a "special permit” so it can cash out on the 10 condominiums.

The congregation should do what other congregations do when money is needed. Ask
its members to contribute to meet its future financial needs. Shearith Israel is a
wealthy congregation capable of raising the funds required. The money can be put into
a trust and used to repair and maintain the historic synagogue and build its
community center.

To permit the 14 story tower to be constructed destroys the integrity of the Landmarks
Law and betrays the trust residents expect from its elected officials and community
represematives.

The community will attend the Landmarks Preservation Committee meeting on
Tuesday, November 26th, to express its opposition to the 14 story tower.

Reject the construction of the condominium in our neighborhood. Protect the land
marked Central Park West skyline and the historic brownstone mid-blocks.

Thank you.

AL

Homeowner & 91 CPW
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Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chay
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To.

November 20, 2002

YIAFAX
212-669-7960

As a resident of 91 Central Park West, Upper West Side, and a member of the design
community, 1 veherently appoce the development of the pmiwsed codomininm tower'

The histonic distrset th which [ Eve acclaims Landmark status, With the brownstones, and

theSpm&mﬁPwh:gumSmgogmtbeMmmﬂyof@'M?ﬂ“mm
beimpacted The Landmark Law was established to protect these buildings and the

development of this “special-permit”, threatens the architectursl integtity of our city.
Pleast degline any and all requests to develop this sitc on West 70* Street.

Lois | eBlanc 91 Central Park West

New York. NY 10023-4400

000400
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Stuart & Naomi Palcy
101 Central Park West /\ 5 N
New York, NY 10023 :

November 20, 2002

Honorable Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Committee
City of New York

New York, NY

Dear Ms. Paulsen,

Congregation Shearith Israel, located on Central Park West and 70% Street, is rushing a
major community change through the planning process. [t has just disclosed a plan to
erect a midblock condominium tower for which 1t is trying to get approvals and permits.
They have done this in such a way as to deny the very vehement opposition of the local
comrunity a reasonable time to make a complete and effective presentation to both the
Landmarks Commission and the Community Planning Board.

It is unfair, unethical and indeed reprehensibic that this wealthy congregation, already
favored by its tax-eXempt status, should seek the further privilege of exemption from the
protection of an historic district in order to enrich itself at the expense of the comumunity,
Moreover, should they prevail, their success could well be used for the destruction of
similar neighbothoods throughout the city.

Thank you for your kind consideration.
Respectfully yours,

ﬁ%a/% Hoows Ao

Stuart M. Paley Naomi Paley
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November 20", 2002

Ms. Sherda Peulsen

Chair

Landmarks Preservation Commission
Fax number 212 669-7980

Dear Ms. Paulsan:

I am wnbing 1 regards to Congregation Shearth Israel’s plan to construct a 14-story
condominum tower on Wast 70th Street, on the mid-block west of Central Park Waest

Having been a resident of Wast 70" Street for over thirty years and currently bemg a
working mother raising my six year old daughier here, | am extremely concemed about how this
structure will adversely affsct not only our biock, but glso the entire neighborhood

Aliowing the proposed tower 1o be buiit would severely compromise the integnty and
character of both the Landmarks Law and of the Upper West Side / Cantral Park West Historc
Distnet. The tower will also compromise the beauty and stature of Congregation Shearith Israel's
own Landmark $ynagogue

| urge you to help deny all of the special permits, wavers, variance and Zonng provisions
that busding this tower would require. These special waivers and vanances are baing requested
oy a non-profit arganizatan for a project that is clearly witended for profit,

In addition to causing Irréparable damage to the immediate neighborhoed, compfomising
the Landmarks Law this ime: could sei an ugly precedent for explotation of other skes and a
conbinuing degradation of the beauty and histoncal nalure of the entire Central Park Wesl / Upper
West Side District

Please help protect both the Landmarks Law and our landmarked neghborhoods

Thank you for giving this matter your full altention
Most sincerely yours,

Tunoeos Boskeck—

Susanne S Rostock
18 West 70" Street
New York, NY 10023

18/18  3ovd 21dX1d EEBZRESZIE S@:81 ZUBI/UZ/TI
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Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackierlpc@ Lpc
) ce:
11/25/2002 02:40 PM Subject: Against Portuguese Synagogue's proposal 1o erect building on W.70th
St.

----- Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/25/2002 02:41 PM -----

PautAvr@aol.com To: spaulsen@Ipc nye.gov
11/25/2002 01:59 PM o .
Subject: Against Portuguese Synagogue's proposal to erect building on W.70th
5t

Dear LPC Chair Paulsen:

On November 21, the Landmarks Committee of CB 7 voted unanimously to
recommend denial of Congregation Shearith Israel's proposal to erect a
building on W. 70th Street. Such a building would be devastating to the area
and set a bad precedent for future such proposals.

I hope the Landmarks Preservation Commission will deny the proposal and
preserve this area.

Ina Avrich

425 Riverside Drive

NYC 10025

000403
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Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jacker/Lpc@Lpec

CC.
1172620020905 AM - g, o0t DO NOT PERMIT 14 STORY W. 70 STREET BUILDING

----- Forwarded by Shenda Paulsen/Lpc on 11/26/2002 09:06 AM -----

"DAEDALUS To <spaulsen@lpc.nyc.govs

PRODUCTIONS, INC." ce: «gale brawer@council.nyc.ny us>, <bp@manhattanbp.org>,
<infe@rosenblumphat <mgnysa@ aol.com, <sirngs @ assembly.state.ny.us»,
o.org> <duane @senate.state.ny.us>

11/25/2002 05-05 PM Subject: DO NOT PERMIT 14 STQRY W. 70 STREET BUILDING

TO: THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
FROM: NINA AND DANIEL ALLENTUCK, 15 West 70 Street, NY NY 10023

Dear Shernida Paulsen;

Piease uphold the integrity of the Landmarks Law, and protect our beloved landmarked Central Park West
skyling and the Historic District brownstones in our neighborhood. We live directly across the street from
the proposed site and we vehemently protest the proposed building that is planned to be put up next to
Congregation Shearith Israel on 70th Street and urge you NOT 10 grant warvers or variances or special
permits that will allow this completely illegal building to be buiit.

Aliowing this illegal building to go forward will set a dangerous precedent for our neighborhood as other
sites heid by non-profit institutions will also try to put up outlawed buildings that will allow the historical
character of the neighborhood to be destroyed. Piease vole against aflowing the construction of a
mid-blgck building twice as tall as the law permits. Do NOT allow the air nghts to be shifted across a
zoning boundary, nor waive the zoning laws. Please protect the neighborhood and its landmark status,
which is the |ob of your Commission.

Respectfully submitted,
Nina Rosenblum Allentuck

000404
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Ron Prince

Markating Conauttunt

18 West 70th Street
Penthonse A

Mew York, NY 10023
rongrincemaaniadnet At net
212.579 9160 voice

292 579.9160 fax

November 18, 2002

Shenda E. Paulsen, Chair
Landmarks Prescrvalion Commiason
One Centre Street

9" Floor Morth

New York, NY 10007

Dear Ms. Paulsen:
1 am writing you about a very important ssue in preservation = and 1o appreal loy your support.

As you know, Congregaton Shuwith )siael (CS)) 12 seekng opproval 1o build a 14-stary
structure on West 70™ Street, behind their landmark building on 70" & CPW. The buiding
would be on the aite of CSIa current community hausa phis an adjeining, now-vacant lot.
Four above-ground floors would house new community facifities; ten more wouid go to fuxury
condos

if bur, this structure would tower over 8 quintessential block in the Upper West
Sige/Central Fark West Histerc District

The waivers, vanances and special permns this scheme requires are of lhesselves 1eliing of
the project’'s inappropriateness They include-

o The transter of air rights from the CSI's landmark building 1o the ste behind it
— a precedent and a dangerous ohe)

o The transfer of aw nghts across zonmng districts — the synagogue {on higher-
nsing CPW) and 1he proposed building site ireaching well into sesidental
West 70”) are in different zones.

o Waiver of zoning law in order to allow a building twice the legal height. (The
current design 1s approxmately 759% higher than the now-tallezyl smid-biock

structwre.)

o Wawer of “rear yard” and “set back” provisions.
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Lattar to Landmarks Preservanhun Commission Chair Shenda E Paulsen
November 1B, 2002
Page 2 of 2

Al! thus in a designated histonc district!
The synagegue mamaing that the sale of the development nghts will endow its own
preservation and pther progiams. But opening the deor to speriai-parmit development by
not-for-profits endangers historic areas throughout our city.
There reaily is a question of policy here - and of appropnateness:

Should an argarization with an historic site be permitted to expand to the great
detriment of an Mstonc distnct? The answer shoufd be noy even for institutions of
worship.

This 15 a high-stakes case: he ntegrity of the Laiwdinark Law and of this {and other) histnrin
distrcts need protection, Please use your voite and prestige to ensure that a building plan of

extremely inapproprule scale is defeatad.

f look forward to your hearinge nn this proposal next week, on November 26",

Sincerely,

Dl ee-





