
Sherida Paulsen To. Diane Jackier/Lli
11/1412002 02:55 PM s

cc
ubject: proposed plan

----- Fomarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpe on 02 55 PM -----

Nitzat9l@aol.com To: spaulsen @ Ipc nyc gov

11/14/2002 02'3S PM cc4 Subject, proposed plan

Dear Ms Paulsen;
I am wirling this e-mail in reference to Corgregation Sherith Israel's proposed plan to develop their site at
west 70th st. I am in favor of a row cornmunity house for the congregation but very much opposed to a 14
storey condominium tower. I am porplexed at landmark's willingness Ic chip away at laws that were
created to save the skyline and prosorve the aroa as a historic district. Whittling away at Ihese laws will
initiate renewed efforts by other non profits to develop their properties as well. P16ase help us preseNe the
restrictions that we have all worked so long and so hard to create. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Anita Jacobson

Sherida Paulsen

11/14/2002 02:55 PM

To. Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC"

: proposed plan

..... Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 1 1/14/2002 02'55 PM .....

Nitzat91@aol.com

11/14/2002 02-35 PM

To: spaulsen@lpc.nycgov
cc:

Subject, proposed plan

Dear Ms Paulsen;
I am wirting this e-mail in reference to Congregation Sherith Israel's proposed plan to develop their site at
west 70th st. I am in favor of a new community house for the congregation but very much opposed to a 14
storey condominium tower. I am perplexed at landmark's willingness to chip away at laws that were
created to save the skyline and preserve the area as a historic district. Whittling away at these laws will
initiate renewed efforts by other non profits to develop their properties as well. Please help us preserve the
restrictions that we have all worked so long and so hard to create. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Anita Jacobson
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Sherida Paulsen To Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11114/2002 01:12 PM
Subjeet: [Fwd: Cong. Shearith Israel's 14-story plan]

- Fomarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/14S2002 01 13 PM -----

Alison Ames To: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov
,Iul uames@ earth linlun cc:
et Subject: [Fwd: Gong. Shearith Israel's 14-story plan]

11/14/2002 10:50 AM

Dear Councilmomher:

Please do NOT allow Congregation Shearith Israel to go ahead with plans
to erect a 14-stDry tower behind its landmark building on 70th street
and Central Pdrk West.

If the CSI in allowed to breach the regulations now governing the
CPW/Upper West Side Historic DisLrict (as happened when Milldnium
Partners' put up all those monsters above 66th Stle'way -- and continues
its death-march now belQw that intersection), what's to stop neighboring
religious and/or tax-exempt organizations e.g. LUtheran Church
at CPW A 65th; Ethical Cultue at CPW A 63rd; Christian ScieRce at CPW & 68th;
Universalist at CPW & 76th; NY Historical Society at CPW & 77th,
and on and on fro. doing the exact pence thing?

Apart from the hideousness of its design and its disruption of the
appeal of the neighborhood, not to mentica its shadow, the tower CSI
plans is in direct contravention of its alleged neighborliness, and is
clearly just a means for the congregation to get richer on its
tax-supported 'Preligiouspl basis.

Sincerely yours,

Alison Ames
140 west 69th St
NY NY 10023
212 674 8131

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC'

11/14/200201:12PM 0 , . / rc r, „ 0, .... „ .. ,Subject: [Fwd: Cong. Sheanth Israels 14-story plan]

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/14/2002 01:13PM

Alison Ames To: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov
<luluames@earthlink.n cc:
et> Subject: [Fwd: Cong. Shearith Israel's 14-story plan]

11/14/2002 10:50 AM

Dear Councilmember:

Please do NOT allow Congregation Shearith Israel to go ahead with plans
to erect a 14-story tower behind its landmark building on 70th street
and Central Park West.

If the CSI is allowed to breach the regulations now governing the
CPW/Upper West Side Historic District (as happened when "Millenium
Partners" put up all those monsters above 66th St/B'way -- and continues
its death-march now below that intersection), what's to stop neighboring
religious and/or otherwise tax-exempt organizations e.g. Lutheran Church
at CPW & 65th; Ethical Culture at CPW & 63rd; Christian Science at CPW & 68th;
Universalist at CPW & 76th; NY Historical Society at CPW & 77th,
and on and on from doing the exact same thing?

Apart from the hideousness of its design and its disruption of the
appeal of the neighborhood, not to mention its shadow, the tower CSI
plans is in direct contravention of its alleged neighborliness, and is
clearly just a means for the congregation to get richer on its
tax-supported "religious" basis.

Sincerely yours,

Alison Ames
140 west 69th St
NY NY 10023
212 874 8131
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NOV-14-2002 01:17 PM

lo Di

To Whom It May Concern;

I have lived on the West Side from 71' Street to 69'h
Street since 1%9. 1 love my neighborhood. I chaired tht
Halloween Block Association Party and I love being involved.

There are laws set up to preserve our city and my
neighborhood. The Landmarks Preservation Commission
should uphold the integrity of the Landmarks Law, which is
inttaded to protect designated buildings and districts. The
skyline on CPW and the Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue
need this protection. If you let the Congregadon Shearith
Israel's plan to construct a 14 story building on West 700
Street you will be setting a vtry dangerous precedent for
exploitation of otber "soft sites" held by non-profit
insdtuirions. If all they need is a "spccial-perinit" to endanger
our neighborhood with loss of views, light and property value,
what would stop others from taking their paths the some way?

I believe that you should listen to my voice and work for
the people that live here and voted for you. Please stop this
action now.

Thank you,

Mary Ann Tcrranova
28 West 69'h Strect
NYC, NV 10023

P.01N O V - 1 4 - 2 0 B 2 0 1 : l T P n P . 01

10;

To Whom It May Concern;

I have lived on the West Side from 71" Street to 69th

Street since 1969. I love my neighborhood. I chaired the
Halloween Block Association Party and I love being involved.

There are laws set up to preserve our city and my
neighborhood. The Landmarks Preservation Commission
should uphold the integrity of the Landmarks Law, which is
intended to protect designated buildings and districts. The
skyline on CPW and the Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue
need this protection. If you let the Congregation Shearith
Israel's plan to construct a 14 story building on West 70U

Street you will be setting a very dangerous precedent for
exploitation of other "soft sites" held by non-profit
institutions. If all they need is a "special-permit" to endanger
our neighborhood with loss of views, light and property value,
what would stop others from taking their paths the same way?

I believe that you should listen to my voice and work for
the people that live here and voted for you. Please stop this
action now.

Thank you,

Mary Ann Terranova
28 West 69th Street
NYC, NY 10023
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Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11/15/2002 02:11 PM Subject The Building @ 70[h and CPW

---- Fomarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lipc on 11/15/2002 02:12 PM ----

J"natte Thiriwell To spaulsori
izonelnc@interpnrtune cc
t> Subject The SuOding @ 701h and CPW

11/15/2002 AM
Please respond to
izoneinc

November 15th 2002

Mr. Pater Sitallmaui
Ll West 69th Street- 10-A
New York. NY 10023

Please note that this letter will serve to address five 5eparate and
interested parties;
Michael Bloccriberg Mayor of New York City
Sherida Pa.lseg Chad, Landroarks Preservation Commission
mahda Burden Chair- City planning Commission
Gale Brewer City Council Member
C. Virginia Fields President- Manhattan Borough

Dear Members of Community Board 7,

it has been brought to our attention the proposed planning for a14
storied building to be constructed adjacent to the synagcgue on West
70th street and Central Park West. I cannot relate strDngly enough how
disappointed I air at this prospect.
The CPW skyline lives in a Historic District and therefore should be
protected and remain unaltered. The landmarks like the Brownstones and
Spanish - Pnrtuguese Synagogue are well established points of interest-
it's just what the neighborhood doesn't need.

For the synagogue, a tax-free institution, to allow this building to
rise sets a dangerous precedent that opens the door for others to follow
suite, The zoning laws need to be adhered to for all buildings.
Thank you,

Peter Smal2man

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC'

11/15/2002 02:11 PM

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/15/2002 02:12 PM

JeanetteThirlwell TO: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov
<izoneinc@interport.ne cc:
t> Subject: The Building @ 70th and CPW

11/15/2002 11:08 AM
Please respond to
izonemc

November 15th 2002

Mr. Peter Smallman
11 West 69th Street. 10-A
New York, NY 10023

Please note that this letter will serve to address five separate and
interested parties;

Michael Bloomberg Mayor of New York City
Sherida Paulsen Chair- Landmarks Preservation Commission
Amanda Burden Chair- City planning Commission
Gale Brewer City Council Member
C. Virginia Fields President- Manhattan Borough

Dear Members of Community Board 7,

It has been brought to our attention the proposed planning for a!4
storied building to be constructed adjacent to the synagogue on West
VOth street and Central Park West. I cannot relate strongly enough how
disappointed I am at this prospect.

The CPW skyline lives in a Historic District and therefore should be
protected and remain unaltered. The landmarks like the Brownstones and
Spanish - Portuguese Synagogue are well established points of interest.
It's just what the neighborhood doesn't need.

For the synagogue, a tax-free institution, to allow this building to
rise sets a dangerous precedent that opens the door for others to follow
suite. The zoning laws need to be adhered to for all buildings.

Thank you,

Peter Smallman
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Sherida Paulsen To: I)ianeJackierILpc@Lpc
cc

11/15/20020208PM Subject:

----- FomardedbyShoddaPaulson/Lpconll/15/200202:09PM -----

Herz, Suzanne"
SHerz@randornhouse
.com>4 1, 1/1512002 09 31 AM

Dear Ms. Paulsen

To: Spauisen@1pc.nycgcv>
cc

Subject:

I am a resiclent of 18 West 70'h Street anci I am writing to you to express my grave concern about the
proposed construction by Congregation Shearith Israel. My feeling is that the construction of a 14 story
tower attached to an exceptionally beautiful lardmark building will devastale the integrity of the historic
district as well as the landmark building itself.

My fear is if this action is approved it will set a precedent for future "special permit" non-profit
developments endangering other historic districts in the, city. I also do not want to see the exploitation of
air rights and spacial zoning deals for tax free institutions.

The Congregation's bulfding is in need of repair and they are fooklng to this as a major cash infuslon.
They are doing this without regard to the impact on the neighborhood or community.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Herz

Vice President,

Associate Publisher,

Executive Director of Publicity

Doubleday Broadway

212-782-9786

sha@rmdomhoLise.com

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC"

11/15/2002 02'08PM 0 , .'Subject:

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11 /15/2002 02:09 PM -----

"Herz, Suzanne" TO: <Spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov>
<SHerz@randomhouse cc1

•com> Subject:

11/15/200209-31 AM

Dear Ms. Paulsen:

I am a resident of 18 West 70lh Street and I am writing to you to express my grave concern about the
proposed construction by Congregation Shearith Israel, My feeling is that the construction of a 14 story
tower attached to an exceptionally beautiful landmark building will devastate the integrity of the historic
district as well as the landmark building itself.

My fear is if this action is approved it will set a precedent for future "special permit" non-profit
developments endangering other historic districts in the city. I also do not want to see the exploitation of
air rights and special zoning deals for tax free institutions.

The Congregation's building is in need of repair and they are looking to this as a major cash infusion.
They are doing this without regard to the impact on the neighborhood or community.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Herz

Vice President,

Associate Publisher,

Executive Director of Publicity

Doubleday Broadway

212-782-9786

sherz @ randomhouse.com
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Sherida Paulsen To: DaneJackier/Lec@Lpc

1111 a/2002 09.19 AM
cc:

Subject: Shearith lsraeJ

----- Foiwarcled by Shefida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/18/2002 09:20 AM -----

Carol & Bill To: "Sherida Paulsen" spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov
Groilsheimer" cc
CGrallsheirner@nymr Subject: Sheanth lsraeJ
r COM>

11117/2002 11:10PM

Mr. and Mrs- William H. Greilsheimer

91 Central Park West

New York, NY 10023

November 18, 2002

Re: Shearith Israel

Dear Hon. Sherida Paulsen:

As long standing members of this community, both of us were born and raised on the
west side, we have watched our neighborhood change very dramatically over the years.
Some of the changes have been for the better, others not. We cheered when our
neighborhood became an historic district, for we felt that would preserve some of its
character and livability.

The proposed construction of an oversized building between Columbus and Central
Park West an 70" Street by Congregation Shearith Israel would harrn the district and
establish a dangerous prececient. The very integrity of the district would be threatened.
For if Shearith Israel or the developer to whom it sells is granted the right to build a
building twice the height for which the area is zoned, on what groLinds could similar
invasions of the district's integrity be refused to the to the other non-profit organizations
in the neighborhood?

Will the New York Historical Society on 77" Street be allowed to exceed zoning limits?

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC"

11/18/2002 09.19 AM 0 . . ,' 0,Subject: Sheanth Israel

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/18/2002 09:20 AM

"Carol & Bill To: "Sherida Paulsen" <spaulsen@!pc.nyc.gov>
Greilsheimer" cc:
<CGreilsheimer@nyc.r Subject: Shearith Israel
r.com>

11/17/2002 11:10PM

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Greilsheimer

91 Central Park West

New York, NY 10023

November 18, 2002

Re: Shearith Israel

Dear Hon. Sherida Paulsen:

As long standing members of this community, both of us were born and raised on the
west side, we have watched our neighborhood change very dramatically over the years.
Some of the changes have been for the better, others not. We cheered when our
neighborhood became an historic district, for we felt that would preserve some of its
character and livability.

The proposed construction of an oversized building between Columbus and Central
Park West on 70th Street by Congregation Shearith Israel would harm the district and
establish a dangerous precedent. The very integrity of the district would be threatened.
For if Shearith Israel or the developer to whom it sells is granted the right to build a
building twice the height for which the area is zoned, on what grounds could similar
invasions of the district's integrity be refused to the to the other non-profit organizations
in the neighborhood?

Will the New York Historical Society on 77' Street be allowed to exceed zoning limits?
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Or Stephen Wise Free Synagogue on W Street between CPW and Columbus? How
about St. Stephens Church on 69" Street between Broadway and Columbus? Or, the
Christian Science church on the corner of 68e Street and CPW? Or the one on 6C and
CPW? Or The Ethical Culture Society on W and CPW? And all the myriad others?

How can you say yes to one of them and no to the others?

The proposed tower will over shadow Shearith Israel's beautiful landmarked building. It
will alter the Central Park West skyline. It will disturb the character of the mid-block on
west 70" -truly one of the lovely blocks between Columbus and CPW. It is inappropriate
for this neighborhood!

If they want to build, let it be brownstone height and no taller! That is what the historic
district permits and they are entitled to no more!

Please assist our neighborhood in preserving its unique and very wonderful character.
We are expecting your help.

Very truly yours,

Carol L. Greilsheimer

William H. Greilsheimer

Or Stephen Wise Free Synagogue on 68 Street between CPW and Columbus? How
about St. Stephens Church on 69th Street between Broadway and Columbus? Or, the
Christian Science church on the corner of 68th Street and CPW? Or the one on 66™ and
CPW? Or The Ethical Culture Society on 64th and CPW? And all the myriad others?

How can you say yes to one of them and no to the others?

The proposed tower will over shadow Shearith Israel's beautiful landmarked building. It
will alter the Central Park West skyline. It will disturb the character of the mid-block on
west 70th -truly one of the lovely blocks between Columbus and CPW. It is inappropriate
for this neighborhood!

If they want to build, let it be brownstone height and no taller! That is what the historic
district permits and they are entitled to no more!

Please assist our neighborhood in preserving its unique and very wonderful character.
We are expecting your help.

Very truly yours,

Carol L. Greilsheimer

William H. Greilsheimer
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Sherida Paulsen To. Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11/1812002 09:18 AM
cc

Subject: Proposed mici-block construction of high-nse condo lower

----- Fomarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/18/2002 09:19 AM -----

HinckleylV@aol.com To: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov

11/16/2002 02.07 PM cca Subject: Proposed mid-block construction of high-fise condo tower

Dear Chairperson Paulsen,

I write lo urge that you and the Landmarks Commission uphold the integrity of the Landmarks Law, which
as you know is intended to protect designated buildings and distriuts. The plan of Congregation Shearith
Israel to build a 159'tall, 14-story mid-block luxury condominium building an West 70th Street irreparably
damages the low-rise, brownstone character of the mid-block on that street, which of course is part of lhe
Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District. This planned constructior ironically also harms the
individual landmarkto which it is to be connected--the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue ii that
the tower's size and shadow will dominate that beautiful building.

Granting a Certificate of Appropriateress to allow demolition of the existing 4-story community house and
replacing it with the proposed luxury condominium tower would set a dangerous precedent where future
..special permit" non-profit developments are sought, this endangering other historic areas throughout the
city. Thereicre, this is no local issue.

Tax-free institutions should be stopped from reaping financial windfalls by attempting to shift air rights
aGross zoning boundaries thrcugh applications for speciai treatment. In this case, the CPW skyline has
been placed at risk; in the future other city skylines will share that fate if this application is granted.

We urge that you and the Commission deny this unwarranted application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness.

Respectfully, Charles R. Church
91 Central Park West
New York, NY 10023

Sherida Paulsen To. Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC'

Subject: Proposed mid-block construction of high-rise condo tower

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/18/2002 09:19 AM —

HinckleylV@aol.com TO: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov

11/16/2002 02.07PM cc:

Subject: Proposed mid-block construction of high-rise condo tower

Dear Chairperson Paulsen,

I write to urge that you and the Landmarks Commission uphold the integrity of the Landmarks Law, which
as you know is intended to protect designated buildings and districts. The plan of Congregation Shearith
Israel to build a 159' tall, 14-story mid-block luxury condominium building on West 70th Street irreparably
damages the low-rise, brownstone character of the mid-block on that street, which of course is part of the
Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District. This planned construction ironically also harms the
individual landmark to which it is to be connected-the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue itself--in that
the tower's size and shadow will dominate that beautiful building.

Granting a Certificate of Appropriateness to allow demolition of the existing 4-story community house and
replacing it with the proposed luxury condominium tower would set a dangerous precedent where future
"special permit" non-profit developments are sought, thus endangering other historic areas throughout the
city. Therefore, this is no local issue.

Tax-free institutions should be stopped from reaping financial windfalls by attempting to shift air rights
across zoning boundaries through applications for special treatment. In this case, the CPW skyline has
been placed at risk; in the future other city skylines will share that fate if this application is granted.

We urge that you and the Commission deny this unwarranted application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness.

Respectfully, Charles R. Church
91 Central Park West
New York, NY 10023
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Sherida Paulsen To Diane Jackier/LpciOLpc

11)25/2002 01:16 PM
cc:

Subject: Opposition to plans ior 8 West 70th Street

----- Fomarded by Shericia Paulsen/Lpc on 1112512002 01 17 FIM -----

Richard-Stol ley@ tiohd To. gale brewer@ council. nyc.ny us, spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov,
.corn bp@manhattaripb.org, mgnysa@aol.com,

11125/2002 12 55 PM strings @assembly.stratogy.us, duane@senate.stateny.us

Subject. Opposition to plans for 8 West 70th Street

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

I add myvoice, and that of my family, to those opposing the plans to (Jemolish an existing synagogue
community house and in place conslrucl aL now 14-story building adjacent to the synagogue at B West
70th Street.

We live at 101 Central Park West, directly across the street from the proposecl building, Like so many
other families, we bought our apartment in the neighborhoo(J because we believed its beauty was
protecteci by lancimarks legislation and by the Landmarks Commission.

Now the Landmarks Commission has been asked to grant a variance at this address that would
permanent(y change and blight, the neighborhood, this histrinc district.

We appeal to all of you to help us stop this building and protect the neighborhood, the integrity of the
Landmarks Law, the classic Central Park West skyline and the Spanish & Porbugese Synagogue (tself.

Ploase do not set a precedent for allowing "special permit" non-profit developments that surely will
endanger other historic areas ot New York, if you grant this request.

New York is a city of neighbcrhoods; they are what make this huge metropolis so livable. We appeal to
you to listen to the neighbors and stop this project.

Thank you for your attention.

Richard B. Stoliey
101 Central Park West, Apartment 5C
New York, NY 10023

Business address:
Serror Editorial Adviser
Time Inc.
1271 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020

Sherida Paulsen To' Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc:

11/25/2002 01:16 PM Subject: Opposition to plans for 8 West 70th Street

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/25/2002 01.17 PM

Richard_Stolley@tiohd To. gale brewer@council.nyc.ny.us, spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov,
-c°m bp@manhattanpb.org, mgnysa@aol.com,
11/25/2002 12'55 PM strings ©assembly, strategy, us, duane@senate.stateny.us

cc:
Subject. Opposition to plans for 8 West 70th Street

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

I add my voice, and that of my family, to those opposing the plans to demolish an existing synagogue
community house and in place construct a new 14-story building adjacent to the synagogue at 8 West
70th Street.

We live at 101 Central Park West, directly across the street from the proposed building. Like so many
other families, we bought our apartment in the neighborhood because we believed its beauty was
protected by landmarks legislation and by the Landmarks Commission.

Now the Landmarks Commission has been asked to grant a variance at this address that would
permanently change, and blight, the neighborhood, this historic district.

We appeal to all of you to help us stop this building and protect the neighborhood, the integrity of the
Landmarks Law, the classic Central Park West skyline and the Spanish & Portugese Synagogue itself.

Please do not set a precedent for allowing "special permit" non-profit developments that surely will
endanger other historic areas of New York, if you grant this request.

New York is a city of neighborhoods; they are what make this huge metropolis so livable. We appeal to
you to listen to the neighbors and stop this project.

Thank you for your attention.

Richard B. Stolley
101 Central Park West, Apartment 5C
New York, NY 10023

Business address:
Senior Editorial Adviser
Time Inc.
1271 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000434

www.protectwest70.org



Sherida Paulsen To: Diane JacideriLloc@[Lac

11/221200209:13AM Subjececl: Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue -- Please Oppose!

----- Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpe on 11/22/2002 09:14 AM -----

"Jeff Byles" To: spau]8en@lpc.nye.gov,

t^A <Jbyles@earthlink.net, cc land markwest @ landmarkwest

11/21/2002 11.35 AM <gale.brewer@council.nyc.ny.us,, bp@rnanlhattanbporg>lw Subject: Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue - Please Oppwol

Dear Ms. Paulsen and LPC,

Nease protect the integrity of our city's landmarks law and the low-rise, brownstone character of the
Upper West Side by blocking the luxury con(lo tower proposed by Congregration Shearith Israel.

I believe this tower is out of scale, out of character, and disrespectful of the unique neighborhood fabric
that is one of our city's greatest assets. This tower would set a tragic precedent and would be a blight on
our streetscapes.

Please respect the dignity of our landmarks.

Sincerely,
Jeff Byles
Upper West Side

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC'

1 1 /??/?f)0? OQ- 1 s AML/^/^UU^ ua. Subject: Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue -- Please Oppose!

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/22/2002 09:14 AM

"Jeff Byles" To: <spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov>
<jbyles@earthlink.net> Cc: <landmarkwest@landmarkwest.org>,
11/21/2002 11-35 AM <gale.brewer@council.nyc.ny.us>, <bp@manhattanbp.org>

Subject: Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue -- Please Oppose!

Dear Ms. Paulsen and LPC,

Please protect the integrity of our city's landmarks law and the low-rise, brownstone character of the
Upper West Side by blocking the luxury condo tower proposed by Congregration Shearith Israel.

I believe this tower is out of scale, out of character, and disrespectful of the unique neighborhood fabric
that is one of our city's greatest assets. This tower would set a tragic precedent and would be a blight on
our streetscapes.

Please respect the dignity of our landmarks.

Sincerely,
Jeff Byles
Upper West Side
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Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@ Lpc

11/22/2002 Ogi 15 AM SubjZ: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

----- Fomarded by Sherida Pauisen/Lpe on 11 /22/2002 09:16 AM -----

Nraegray@aol.com To spaulsen@lpc.nyo.gov

1112112002 12:32 PM OC:4 Subject: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

Dear Madame Chairwoman

I have lived in Now York City for over twerty years and have long been dismayed by the power and
influence that developers have in the government. I have seem a steady decline in the architectural
integrity and beauty of New York City as a result of new bu[Idings that are constructed with little or ro
regard to the neighborhoods. The overwhelmirg image that is projected is that of soliish greed with no
regard for history and aestelbeties.

If if Shearith Israel receivos the City's dispensation to construct a buil(Jing lhal is any taller then the four
stories that they are currently legally allowed to build it threatens not only lhe upper west side historic
district but ever other historic district and landmark in the city. You must resist the temptation to accept
whatever donations and monetary incentives lhe developers are offering to protect the I-andmarks Law.

Shearith Israel is a landmarked building with very significant Tiffary windows and an interior decorated by
Tiffany studios. This landmark must be protected. The Central Park West skyline should not be further
denigrated ith another out of place building.

This building would be an exploitation of the air rights" and speclal zoning deals for tax-free institutions
and should not be allowed. You must avoid setting precedent for future "special-permit" nor-profit
developments erdangerirg other historic areas throughout the city.

I hope that you will give serious oonsideration to this issue and preseNe the architectural integrity of the
city for future generations.

Sincerely,
Nina Gray
80 Central Park West
Now York, NY 10023

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc:

11/22/2002 09:15 AM subject: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

----- Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/22/2002 09:16 AM

Nraegray@aol.com To: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov

11/21/2002 12:32 PM cc:
Subject: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

Dear Madame Chairwoman:

I have lived in New York City for over twenty years and have long been dismayed by the power and
influence that developers have in the government. I have seem a steady decline in the architectural
integrity and beauty of New York City as a result of new buildings that are constructed with little or no
regard to the neighborhoods. The overwhelming image that is projected is that of selfish greed with no
regard for history and aestethetics.

If if Shearith Israel receives the City's dispensation to construct a building that is any taller than the four
stories that they are currently legally allowed to build it threatens not only the upper west side historic
district but ever other historic district and landmark in the city. You must resist the temptation to accept
whatever donations and monetary incentives the developers are offering to protect the Landmarks Law.

Shearith Israel is a landmarked building with very significant Tiffany windows and an interior decorated by
Tiffany studios. This landmark must be protected. The Central Park West skyline should not be further
denigrated ith another out of place building.

This building would be an exploitation of the air rights" and special zoning deals for tax-free institutions
and should not be allowed. You must avoid setting precedent for future "special-permit" non-profit
developments endangering other historic areas throughout the city.

I hope that you will give serious consideration to this issue and preserve the architectural integrity of the
city for future generations.

Sincerely,
Nina Gray
80 Central Park West
New York, NY 10023
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Sherida Paulsen To DanoJackier/Lpc@Lpc

1 09 16 AM s
cc:

ubject: spanish/poquguese synagogue

..... Fomarded by Sherida PaulserVLpc on 11 /22/2002 09:17 AM -----

Maurimbabb@aol.com To: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov

11/2112002 01:51 PM s
cca ubject spanish/portuguese synagogue

Ms. Paufsen:

I urge you to clo what you can to prevent the attempt by this synagogue to stash away what they can
against tuture financial needs by trying to get an OK to raise a fourleen story high-rise to the west of the
synagogue, in violation of the height limitation on mid-block structures within the brownstone historic
district.

We are already appalled at the shadows cast over tho southern end of the park by the mega-buitdlng
being erected at Columbus Circle. Why should the hard-woa landmark presewation restrictions be
flaunted simply to enable any institution and/or developers to cash in while the getting is good?

My immediate concern is the example that would be set by waiving the landmark restrictions in the
instance of the synagogue. As you know, ihere are numerous other cultural assets hcused in low-rise
structures at various points of Central Park West. Each of them could seize upon the opportunity to
convert adjacent land or air-space into rest eggs. Let's stem it now, without caving in at the outset.

Sincerely yours,

Maurice Babb
80 CPW, Apt 19D
NY, NY 10023

email: mauricebabb@aol.com

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc:

11/22/2002 09:16 AM subject: spanish/portuguese synagogue

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/22/2002 09:17 AM

Mauricebabb@aol.com TO: spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov

11/21/200201:51 PM cc:
Subject: spanish/portuguese synagogue

Ms. Paulsen:

I urge you to do what you can to prevent the attempt by this synagogue to stash away what they can
against future financial needs by trying to get an OK to raise a fourteen story high-rise to the west of the
synagogue, in violation of the height limitation on mid-block structures within the brownstone historic
district.

We are already appalled at the shadows cast over the southern end of the park by the mega-building
being erected at Columbus Circle. Why should the hard-won landmark preservation restrictions be
flaunted simply to enable any institution and/or developers to cash in while the getting is good?

My immediate concern is the example that would be set by waiving the landmark restrictions in the
instance of the synagogue. As you know, there are numerous other cultural assets housed in low-rise
structures at various points of Central Park West. Each of them could seize upon the opportunity to
convert adjacent land or air-space into nest eggs. Let's stem it now, without caving in at the outset.

Sincerely yours,

Maurice Babb
80CPW, Apt 19D
NY, NY 10023

email: mauricebabb@aol.com
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Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11 /22/2002 09:18 AM Subjecwt; West 70th Street, New York -- Proposed High Rise

----- Forwarded by Sherida PaulseWLpe on 11/22/2002 09 18 AM -----

Lauren Topelsohn" To: <gale brewer @ cou nci I ni us,, spaulson @ lpc.nyc.gov>,
<Itopelsohn@trantech. bp@rnanhattanpborg>
net> cc: psllClcpw@msn.com,

4 '11/21/2002 04 20 PM Subject. West 70th Street, Now York .. Proposed High Rise

Dear SirlMadam

I am writing this letter on behalf of my grandmother, Riva Denberg, in protest to the proposed high
rise development project for the property located at West 70'r Street ir Manhattan.

My Gmndmother has been a residept at 101 Central Park West for nearly sWy (60) years. Each morning
for sixty years, she has put on her make up, gotten dressed and went about her errands in the
neighborhood. At the age of 96, she is an upper-west side fixture - still out and about and on her own;
dodging the roller bladers on the sidewalks of 72

n
street who tower over her 4 feet, 10 inches; weaving

through the street traff le to keep her weekly beauty-parlor appointment; and making her way to Zabars to
fight the good fight during the holiday crush. Each year, the streets are a little more crowded. Each year,
they are a little more dangercus for her.

The proposed condominium is tho latest threat to her safety and offense to the character of the
neighborhood, Isn't the monstrosity now looming at the former site of the New York Coliseum enough?
Does the value of "trarsferable air rights" and New York's need for "luxury apartments" require that we
further clog the trarsit system, ovemhelm the streets and side walks, and choke off the sky? When will
the City say enough; when 90-something-year old women must hide in their homes for fear of being
trampleci or kRocked ciown in canyons of darkness?

New York has already sacrificeci too many of its historic districts to over-zealous development by persons
who live glsewhere. The Landmarks Preservation Commission must uphold the integrity of the
Landmarks Law and oppose the oonstruction of this tower.

Lauren Topelsohn, Esq.
NY T: 212-354-0498
NJ T: 973-618-2175
Fax: 866-4132-3171

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED MATERIAL. Thls message and any attacho(J documents
contain information that may be confidential and/or privileged- If you are not the intended recipient, you
may not read, copy, distribute or use this information. If you have received this transmission in error,
please rolifythe sender immediately by reply e-mail and then delete this message.

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
CC"1

i . subject' West 70th Street, New York - Proposed High Rise

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/22/2002 09:18 AM

"Lauren Topelsohn" To: <gale brewer@council.nyc.ny.us>, <spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov>,
<ltopelsohn@trantech. <bp@manhattanpb.org>
net> cc: <ps1101cpw@msn.com>
11/21/2002 04-20 PM Subject. West 70th Street, New York -- Proposed High Rise

Dear Sir/Madam:

! am writing this letter on behalf of my grandmother, Riva Denberg, in protest to the proposed high
rise development project for the property located at West 70* Street in Manhattan.

My Grandmother has been a resident at 101 Central Park West for nearly sixty (60) years. Each morning
for sixty years, she has put on her make up, gotten dressed and went about her errands in the
neighborhood. At the age of 96, she is an upper-west side fixture - still out and about and on her own;
dodging the roller bladers on the sidewalks of 72nd street who tower over her 4 feet, 10 inches; weaving
through the street traffic to keep her weekly beauty-parlor appointment; and making her way to Zabars to
fight the good fight during the holiday crush. Each year, the streets are a little more crowded. Each year,
they are a little more dangerous for her.

The proposed condominium is the latest threat to her safety and offense to the character of the
neighborhood. Isn't the monstrosity now looming at the former site of the New York Coliseum enough?
Does the value of "transferable air rights" and New York's need for "luxury apartments" require that we
further clog the transit system, overwhelm the streets and side walks, and choke off the sky? When will
the City say enough; when 90-something-year old women must hide in their homes for fear of being
trampled or knocked down in canyons of darkness?

New York has already sacrificed too many of its historic districts to over-zealous development by persons
who live elsewhere. The Landmarks Preservation Commission must uphold the integrity of the
Landmarks Law and oppose the construction of this tower.

Lauren Topelsohn, Esq.
NYT: 212-354-0498
NJ T: 973-618-2175
Fax: 866-482-3171

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED MATERIAL. This message and any attached documents
contain information that may be confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you
may not read, copy, distribute or use this information. If you have received this transmission in error,
please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and then delete this message.
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Sherida Paulwn To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc

11 /21/2002 10:24 AM
cc

Subject: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

----- Forwarded by She rida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/21/2002 10:24 AM -----

Avra Petrides" To: spauIson@oc.nyc.gov
brIdgcstaqe@earthIIn m
k.net> Subject; Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue4 1/21/2002 01:05 PM

Dear Chairman Paulsen,

As regards the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, it is of real
importance that the integrity of the Landmarks Law not be tampered with, which was enacted to protect
designated buildings and districts. Should a special dispensation be granted in this matter, it would set a
disastrous precedent and endanger historic atreas throLighout the city.

Please do everything in your power to see thal the Lardmarks Law as it now stands is upheld. Thank you.

Avra Petrides
Director, THE BRIDGE Stage Of The Arts
101 West 78th Street, Suite 21
New York, Now York 10024
brida9staQa@aarthbnk.n9

Sherida Paulsen To: Diane Jackier/Lpc@Lpc
cc:

11/21/2002 10:24 AM subject: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

Forwarded by Sherida Paulsen/Lpc on 11/21/2002 10:24 AM

"Avra Petrides" To: <spaulsen@lpc.nyc.gov>
<bridgestage@earthlin cc:
k.net> Subject: Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue

11/21/2002 01:05PM

Dear Chairman Paulsen,

As regards the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, it is of real
importance that the integrity of the Landmarks Law not be tampered with, which was enacted to protect
designated buildings and districts. Should a special dispensation be granted in this matter, it would set a
disastrous precedent and endanger historic areas throughout the city.

Please do everything in your power to see that the Landmarks Law as it now stands is upheld. Thank you.

Avra Petrides
Director, THE BRIDGE Stage Of The Arts
101 West 78th Street, Suite 21
New York, New York 10024
bridgestaqe@earthlink.net
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11/20/02 10:00 FAX 2129210127

CHRISTOS INC.
241 WEST 370 STREET
NEWYORK N.Y. 10018 11 vi

TEL: (212) M-0025
FAX: (212) 921-0127

November 19, 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Presemation Commission Chair

Dear Ms. Paulsen,

Zoi

As a resident of the Upper West Side and a homeowner at 91 Cantrat Park West I am asklng
you to reject CongregatJon Shearth Israel's promal tD construct a fburteen story tower
behind its hisWric synagogue.

On November 5, 2002 1 attended a communitv meaUng at which time the atbDmey fbr the
synagogue eXhibited the building's plans and explained the need fbr ltg ODnstruction.

The synagogue needs to expand its Ncilities for its growing congregation. What Is interesting
is the synagogue wili utilize only four ftoors within the 14 story tower tD be constructed. If tNs
is the case why the extm ten stDries? Bottom line is rnoney. The synagogue YAII sell the land
behind tts historic building to a private developer who vAll construct the towem. After
pumhasing the land what's to prftmt the developer from constrLicting another five floors or
twenty floors?

At the meeting the attorney Stated the congregation raised aight million doliam to rLnovate
the synagogue's hiStoriC interior. Congregation Shmrth Israel is, reportedly, one of the
wealthiest congregatjons in Manhattan. If th" raised eight million dollars in the past then
they can do it again and raim the monev needed to construct the four stories they require.
They dont need the extra ten stories. The eDngregation is abusirig their non-proftt ststus tyy
attempting to gain a waiver and ha" the air rights shifted acmss a zoning boundary. Thelr
cupidity Is cmating great anlmosltV with its neighbom.

I ask you to reject Congregation Shmft rsrael's request to construCt a 14 story bDwer in our
historic neighborhood. Under existing laws and regulations only a six sbory building is
acceptable. Do not make an exceptlon to the establishW laws. To do so will set a dangerous
precedent fbr historic districts throughout Manhattan. This fourteen stDry tcvwer will destrov
the low rise, brownstone character of West 70 Stntet and the Central Park West skyline.
Granting a special allowance will open a pandura box not only for Centmi Park West but other
historic ems in New York City. Developers will love it If you grant them a special pe"it.

Please rojed the building's plans.

Thank you.

Sincerely

,IlAoaa

11/20/02 10:00 FAX 2129210127

CHRISTOS INC.
241 WEST 37th STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018

www.christoabridal.coni
TEL: (212) 921-0025
FAX: (212) 921-0127

November 19, 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair

Dear Ms. Pa u /sen,

As a resident of the Upper West Side and a homeowner at 91 Central Park West E am asking
you to reject Congregation S hearth Israel's proposal to construct a fourteen story tower
behind its historic synagogue.

On November 5, 2002 I attended a community meeting at which time the attorney for the
synagogue exhibited the building's plans and explained the need for its construction.

The synagogue needs to expand its facilities for its growing congregation. What is interesting
is the synagogue will utilize only four floors within the 14 story tower to be constructed. If this
is the case why the extra ten stories? Bottom line is money. The synagogue will sell the land
behind its historic building to a private developer who will construct the towers. After
purchasing the land what's to prevent the developer from constructing another five floors or
twenty floors?

At the meeting the attorney stated the congregation raised eight million dollars to renovate
the synagogue's historic interior. Congregation S hearth Israel is, reportedly, one of the
wealthiest congregations in Manhattan. If they raised eight million dollars in the past then
they can do it again and raise the money needed to construct the four stories they require.
They don't need the extra ten stories. The congregation is abusing their non-profit status by
attempting to gain a waiver and have the air rights shifted across a zoning boundary. Their
cupidity is creating great animosity with its neighbors.

I ask you to reject Congregation S hearth Israel's request to construct a 14 story tower in our
historic neighborhood. Under existing laws and regulations only a six story building is
acceptable. Do not make an exception to the established laws. To do so will set a dangerous
precedent for historic districts throughout Manhattan. This fourteen story tower will destroy
the low rise, brownstone character of West 70* Street and the Central Park West skyline.
Granting a special allowance will open a pandora box not only for Central Park West but other
historic areas in New York City. Developers will love it if you grant them a special permit.

Please reject the building's plans.

Thank you.

Sincerely.

Michael DeCuollo
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To, pj

EvalynKaufman 18 WEST 70TH STREET, NEWYORK 10023, EN2-7636

November 17, 2002

Yis, Sherida Paulsen
chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
22 Reade Street
New York, NY

Dear Ms. Paulsen
As a longtime resident of 18 West 70th Street in Manhattan,
I am writing to express concern about plans proposed by the
Spanish Portuguese Synagogue located at 70th Steet and
Central Park West to erect a 14-story luxury condoninium
adjacent to the Synagogue and facing 70th Street.
A building this size would not only destroy the character
of 70th Street and surrounding neighborhoods included in
the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District
but would set a dangerous precedent for other tax-free
institutions to make special zoning and air-rights deals
detrimental to their neigbbcrs.
Residents at 18 West 70th Street and others in this area
are appealing to the Landmark Commission and other agen-
cies needed for approval to rule against the construction
of this 14-story tower and to uphold the integrity of the
Landmarks Law, which is intended to protect designated
buildings and districts, including the Synagogue itself,
It is our hope that you will lend your support to our
efforts in opposing this project,
Thank you.

Sincerely,

o.

EvalynKaufman is WEST TOTH SWEET, NEW YORK 10023, EN2-7636
November 17, 2002

Ms. Sherida Paulsen
Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission
22 Reade Street
New York, NY

Dear Ms. Paulsen!

As a longtime resident of 18 West 70th Street in Manhattan,
I am writing to express concern about plans proposed by the
Spanish Portuguese Synagogue located at 70th Stieet and
Central Park West to erect a 14-story luxury condominium
adjacent to the Synagogue and facing 70th Street.

A building this size would not only destroy the character
of 70th Street and surrounding neighborhoods included in
the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District
but would set a dangerous precedent for other tax-free
institutions to make special zoning and air-rights deals
detrimental to their neighbors.

Residents at 18 West 70th Street and others in this area
are appealing to the Landmarks Commission and other agen-
cies needed for approval to rule against the construction
of this 14-story tower and to uphold the integrity of the
Landmarks Law, which is intended to protect designated
buildings and districts, including the Synagogue itself,

It is our hope that you will lend your support to our
efforts in opposing this project.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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November 26"'. 2002

Hon. Sherida E. Paulsen
Chait
New York City Landmarks Freservation Commission
Oiie Ceiitic Street, 9" Floor Nottli
New York, Neiv York 10007

Re, Certificate Df Appropriateness
8 West 70"' Street
Congregation Shearith Israel Synagogue

Dear Commissioner Paulsen:

I am witting on behalf of the Institute of Classical Architecture and Classical
America, an organization that has been devoted to promoting the ideals of
classicism in uchitectue and the related arts for over forty years.

The Congmgation Shearith Israel is one of the most extraordinary examples of
Academic Classicism in New York City. Bmnner & Tryon have designed a
sophisticated interpretation of Roman classical architecture that manifests the
nobility arld grace of banmomous lyroportions, cmating a substantial monurnent
within the Upper West Side/ Cmtrat Park West Historic Dismct.

The tower proposed for the site to the west, designed by Platt Byard Dovell
White Architects LLP, is imppropnate w a neighbor for this great institution.
While we appreciate that the building is substandally lower than the tower
pmposed in 1983, we object to the design on several levels.

On the side street, the building fails to address its context and its base adopts
neither the scale nor the materials of the Synagogue nor of the lowff buildings to
the west. The east-faoing facade is a mix"e of horizontal windows and barely
integrated stone. The facade fails to establish a sympathetic reiationship with the
temple below. We feel that the dignity and beauty of this great landmark demand
a bettu architecture m this project,

Sincerely yours,

Peter Pmnoyer
The Institute of Classical Architecture / Classical America

T H E I N S T I T U T E O F

C L A S S I C A L A R C H I T E C T U R E

225 Lafayette Street
Suite 1009
New York, NY 10012
telephone (917) 237-1208
fax (917) 237-1230
email mstiiute@classicist.org
web www classicist.org
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November 26lh. 2002

Hon. Shenda E. Paulsen
C haii-
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street, 9th Floor North
New York, New York 10007

Re: Certificate of Appropriateness
8 West 70th Street
Congregation Shearith Israel Synagogue

Dear Commissioner Paulsen:

I am writing on behalf of the Institute of Classical Architecture and Classical
America, an organization that has been devoted to promoting the ideals of
classicism in architecture and the related arts for over forty years.

The Congregation Shearith Israel is one of the most extraordinary examples of
Academic Classicism in New York City. Brunner & Tryon have designed a
sophisticated interpretation of Roman classical architecture that manifests the
nobility and grace of harmonious proportions, creating a substantial monument
within the Upper West Side/ Central Park West Historic District.

The tower proposed for the site to the west, designed by Platt Byard Dovell
White Architects LLP, is inappropriate as a neighbor for this great institution.
While we appreciate that the building is substantially lower than the tower
proposed in 1983, we object to the design on several levels.

On the side street, the building fails to address its context and its base adopts
neither the scale nor the materials of the Synagogue nor of the lower buildings to
the west. The east-facing facade is a mixture of horizontal windows and barely
integrated stone. The facade fails to establish a sympathetic relationship with the
temple below. We feel that the dignity and beauty of this great landmark demand
a better architecture in this project.

Sincerely yours,

VI&-2
Peter Pennoyer
The Institute of Classical Architecture / Classical America
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0A

Testimoily before the Landiiiarks Preservation Comiiiission
Re,,arcfing Cong-reZation Shearith Israel Synagogue

Applicatioii for Certificate of Appropriateness anci 74-711
November 26, 2002

Good aftemoon, Commissioners. I'm Vicki Weiucr, Kress Fellow for Historic Preservation at
the MLinicipal Art Society of New York. The Society's Preservation Committee received a
presentation by representatives of Congregation Sheanth Israel describing their Certificate of
Appropriateness and 74-7 t I zoning applications. They oLittined the nattire of these requests, the
special provisions bein-, soulght, atid the way they believe the preservation pttrpose criterion for
the 74-711 is met by the proposal. They also presented designs for the new bLiilding and made
their argunieiits for Lts appropnateuess In its discussion, the Preservation Coniiiiittee identified
three issues that we feel are key:

First, the issue of height and massing of the new building: the Committee was divided over
whether or not the building heiglit and massing are appropriate to the historic district. A slight
majority of members felt that on this particular strectscape, and in this location, a fourteen-story
building is appropriate to the neighborhood. Others did not, expressing coneem about the
tower's relationship to the low rise buildings in the middle of the block.

Second, the issue of design: the Committee fottnd the design to be inappropriate for the historic
district. A number of design components appeued to be unresolved, such as the overall
fenestration md the penthouse proportions. In addition, the Comirnittee questioned the
relationship between the Synagogue entrance and the residential entrance.

Third, the validity of authorizing the shifting of bulk undff 74-711: the Committee felt the
presmation pui-pose as described was not compelling crough to warrant this action. The
restorative elements mentioned to us, such as replacemeilt ofthe rcof md addressing water
damage, appeared to the Committee to be more on the order of routine maintenmce. We
appreciate the Synagogue's past attention to restoring its builcling, but would like to be assured
that there is a comprehensive preservation program in place. We were not provided with any
details reguding a continuing mainteiimce plan, nor was there any indication of how revenues
generated by the proposed project would meet expenses for restoration of the Synagogue.
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Testimony before the Landmarks Preservation Commission
Regarding Congregation Shearith Israel Synagogue

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness and 74-711
November 26, 2002

Good afternoon, Commissioners. I'm Vicki Weiner, Kress Fellow for Historic Preservation at
the Municipal Art Society of New York. The Society's Preservation Committee received a
presentation by representatives of Congregation Shearith Israel describing their Certificate of
Appropriateness and 74-711 zoning applications. They outlined the nature of these requests, the
special provisions being sought, and the way they believe the preservation purpose criterion for
the 74-711 is met by the proposal. They also presented designs for the new building and made
their arguments for its appropriateness. In its discussion, the Preservation Committee identified
three issues that we feel are key:

First, the issue of height and massing of the new building: the Committee was divided over
whether or not the building height and massing are appropriate to the historic district. A slight
majority of members felt that on this particular streetscape, and in this location, a fourteen-story
building is appropriate to the neighborhood. Others did not, expressing concern about the
tower's relationship to the low rise buildings in the middle of the block.

Second, the issue of design: the Committee found the design to be inappropriate for the historic
district. A number of design components appeared to be unresolved, such as the overall
fenestration and the penthouse proportions. In addition, the Committee questioned the
relationship between the Synagogue entrance and the residential entrance.

Third, the validity of authorizing the shifting of bulk under 74-711: the Committee felt the
preservation purpose as described was not compelling enough to warrant this action. The
restorative elements mentioned to us, such as replacement of the roof and addressing water
damage, appeared to the Committee to be more on the order of routine maintenance. We
appreciate the Synagogue's past attention to restoring its building, but would like to be assured
that there is a comprehensive preservation program in place. We were not provided with any
details regarding a continuing maintenance plan, nor was there any indication of how revenues
generated by the proposed project would meet expenses for restoration of the Synagogue.
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V
ASHTON HAWKINS

151 CENTRAL PARK WEST

November 21, 2002

Den Ms. Paulsen:

I am writing to call your attention to a presentation issue vital to
the Upper West Side neighboihood that really extends to all
fesidential neighborhoods in the city.

Cougregation Shcuith Israel, better known m the Spmish-
Portuguese Synagogue, at Central Park West and 70"' Street, is
secking approval to build a 14 stray structure on West 70" Street,
behind their landmarked building. The site covers their current
community house plus an adjoining vacant lot, Four above
ground floors would house now community facilities; the ten
remaining floors would go to luxury condos.

If allowed to go forward, this building would tower over one of
the handsome low-rise brownstone streets characteristic of the
Upper West Side-Central Park West Historic District, and detract
from the landmarked Synagogut iLself. It would provide an
unwelcome distortion of the skyline of this historic district.

We are not opposed to fenovation but the proposed building is
much too tall for the block. The waivers, variances md special
permits that its construcdon would require are in themselves
evidence of the building's unsuitability to the site. What's more,
if granted, they would set a precedent for future special treatment
of non-profit organizations, thus endangering other historic
districts throughout the city.

The exploitafion of soft sites by non-profit institutions, using
such aids as air rights trmsfers and special zoning deals must not
be encoumged if it works to the detriment of neighborhoods.
You will recall that such a proposal several years ago a by the
New York Historical Society on West 77ffi Street was quite
rightly defeated.

oo I andmarks Comm is phold the i'ntegrity of the
etive condominium

row".
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NOV 2 - S'incerely yours,

Asnton tiawlcins

ASHTON HAWKINS
151 CENTRAL PARK VEST

November 21,2002

Dear Ms. Paul sen:

I am writing to call your attention to a presentation issue vital to
the Upper West Side neighborhood that really extends to all
residential neighborhoods in the city.

Congregation Shearith Israel, better known as the Spanish-
Portuguese Synagogue, at Central Park West and 70th Street, is
seeking approval to build a 14 story structure on West 70' Street,
behind their landmarked building. The site covers their current
community house plus an adjoining vacant lot. Four above
ground floors would house new community facilities; the ten
remaining floors would go to luxury condos.

If allowed to go forward, this building would tower over one of
the handsome low-rise brownstone streets characteristic of the
Upper West Side-Central Park West Historic District, and detract
from the landmarked Synagogue itself. It would provide an
unwelcome distortion of the skyline of this historic district.

We are not opposed to renovation but the proposed building is
much too tall for the block. The waivers, variances and special
permits that its construction would require are in themselves
evidence of the building's unsuitability to the site. What's more,
if granted, they would set a precedent for future special treatment
of non-profit organizations, thus endangering other historic
districts throughout the city.

The exploitation of soft sites by non-profit institutions, using
such aids as air rights transfers and special zoning deals must not
be encouraged if it works to the detriment of neighborhoods.
You will recall that such a proposal several years ago a by the
New York Historical Society on West 77l Street was quite
rightly defeated.

I urge t
Landm;
tower.

ig Landmarks Commission to uphold the integrity of the
< ^ r" ' 'T -•——*. f -- - r-* *-" ."-? r^^—i i——** i

condominium
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