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Landmarks Preservation Comission
March 19, 1974, Number 3

Park West, Borough of Manhattan. Built 1896-97; architects Brunner § Tryon.

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 13122, Lot 36 in part, con-
sisting of the land on which the described building is situated. b

On November 27, 1973, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed d351gnat10n as a Landmark of Congregaticn Shearith Israel
(the Spanish and Portuguese Synogogue) and the proposed designation of the related
Landmark Site (Item No. 4). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance * .
with the provisions of law. One witness spcke in faver of designation. There
were no speakers in opposition to designation. Congregation Shearith Israel has
indicated its support of the proposed designation of its main bullding. It
opposed the designation of its Parsonage building next to the main building,

and the Commission has decided not to consider the Parsonage for designation,
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COMNGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL (the Spanish and Portuguess Synagogue), 99 Central ~
A
<
L,

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The synagogue of the Congregation Shearith Israel was bhuilt in 1896-97 from
plans by the architectural firm of Brunner & Tryon. This masonry building,
referred to as the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, is the fourth synagogue
erected by the Congregation since 1729. The first building, located on what is
today South William Street, provided a permanent house of worship for the Jewish
Settlers who had been mecting tosether for nearly a hundred years. Prior to the
erection of the present building, the Congregation had built two other synagogues;
one at 56 Crosby Street in 1833-34 and another at 5 West 19th Street in 1859-50.

The synagogue architects, Arnold ¥. Brunner and Thomas Tryon, had also
designed the Chemistry Bullding of New York City College, among other importont
projects. This synagogue is a striking example of the ménumental neo-Glassical
style,popular at the turn of the century for public and ecclesiastical architec-
ture. The imposing front facade facing Central Park West iIs composed of four
large, engaged Composite columns that embrace three round-arched operings,
enclosed by elaborate bronzie gates, and three round-arched windows with balus-
trades. The openings, which produce the effect of 2 loggia, lead into a porch
containing the two primary entrances which are located at either side. The front
columns are surmounted by an entablature with a modillioned cornice, which is
also found above the two smooth ashlar surfaces flanking this central area.

Above the entablature 1s a high attic with smooth-faced pilasters, positioned
to correspond with the columns. They enframe panels with classical wreath
notifs and support a handsome low pediment with foliate detail in the tyapanum,
crowned by the conventional anthemion-shaped acroteria.

The 70th Street facade has ond pavilions, the easternmost of which forms a
part of the main massing of the trront, further unificd by the continuation of the
front entablature along this side and the paneled attic treatment above the two
pavilions, The recessed centrzl portion has three large arched windows separated
by Compusite pilasters and is crowned by a handsome balustrade. The end pavilion
nearest Central Park West is pierced by two windows; a square-headed window with
projecting cornice and a window above it of similar proportion surmounted by
swags and a pediment. An identical window with pedimented enframement appears
above the side entrance at the rear pavilion. This 70th Street entrance is
composed of large double doors and a transom with a handscme grille surmounted
by a full entablature with foliate consoles.
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful considerztion of the history, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds
that the Congregation Shearith Israel has a special character, special historical
and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage and cultur-
al characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, thj1
synagogue of the Congregation Shearith Israel is a handsome example of th
monumental neo-Classical style of architecture popular at the turn of the .
century, that it is a distinpguishing feature of the Central Park West street-
scape and that it symbolizes the three centuries of religiocus activity of the
Congregation. :

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of New York and Chapter B-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New
York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark the Congre-
gation Shearith Israel, 99 Central Park West, Borough of Manhattan and designates
as its related Landmark Site that part of Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1122,
Lot 36 which contains the land on which the described building is situated.
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WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avermle [North Side]

1-7 West 70th Street

Tax Map Block/iot: 1123/29
See:; 101 Central Park West

9, 11, 15, 17, 19, 21 West 70th Street

Tax Map Block/Lots: 1123/26, 25, 24, 123, 23, 22
CRIGINATL, ROW DATA

DATE; 1893-94 [NB 295-1893)

TYPE: Rowhouses (6 of 6)

ARCHTTECT: Thom & Wilson

CWNER/DEVELOPER: Michael Brennan

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival

ROW CONFIGURATION: ABCC'CB

Facade(s): Brick and stone

Number of Stories: 4 with basement

Window Type/Material: One-cver-one double-hung/Wood

Basement Type: Raised

Stoop Type: Bow

Methcd of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 9 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 11 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 17 West 70th Street

First two stories stripped.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 19 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.
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WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side]

23, 25, 27, 29, 31 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lots: 1123/21, 20, 19, 118, 18

ORIGINAL ROW DATA
DATE: 1891-92 [NB 1483-1891}
TYPE: Rowhouses (5 of 5)
ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellenger
OWNER/DEVELCPER: Jchn D. Taylor
STYIE/ORNZMENT: Renaissance Revival
ROW CONFIGURATION: APRAPA
Facade(s): Brownstone
Nurber of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION(S)

No. 25 West 70th street

Facade stripped/resurfaced.

No. 27 wWest 70th Street

Ground story resurfaced.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 29 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 31 West 70th Street

Stocp removed; basement entrance created.
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WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Colunkus Avenue [North sSide]

33, 35, 37, 39, 41 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lots: 1123/17, 16, 15, 114, 14

ORIGINAL ROW DATA
DATE: 189192 (N8 1192-1891]
TYPE: Rowhcuses (5 of &)
ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellerger
OWNER/DEVELOPER: John & George Ruddell
STYLE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival
ROW CONFIGURATION: ARARA
Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-cne double-hung/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Straight and box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 41 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

43, 45, 47, 49, 51 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Iots: 1123713, 12, 111, 11, 10

ORIGINAL ROW DATA
DATE: 1890-91 [NB 1851-1890]
TYPE: Rowhouses (5 of 5)
ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellenger
OWNER/DEVELOPER: George Ruddell
STYLE/CRNAMENT: Renaissance Revival with Romanesque Revival elements

ROW CONFIGURATTION: ABABA
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WEST 70Tt STREET

Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side)

43, 45, 47, 49, 51 West 70th Stareet
Tax Map Block/Iots: 1123/13, 12, 111, 11, 10

ORIGINAL ROW DATA (continued)

Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement

Window Type/Material: COne—over-one double-hung/Wood

Basement Type! Raised
Stoop Type: Straight and box

Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 43 West 70th Strest

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 51 West 70th Street

Stocp removed; basement entrance created.

53, 55 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Iots: 1123/9, 8

CRIGINAL ROW DATA
DATE: 1890-81 [NB 1257-1890]
TYPE: Rovhouses (2 of 2)
ARCHITECT: Charles Buek & Co.
CWNER/DEVELOPER: Charles Buek & Co.
STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival
ROW CONFYGURATION: Mirror image

Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement

Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hurg/Wocd

Basement Type: Ralsed
Stoop Type: Unknown

Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls
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WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue {North Side]

53, 55 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lots: 1123/9, 8

ALTERATION (s)

No. 53 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created, ornament stripped.
1959: Alt 1258-1959 [Source: Alteration Application]
Architect — ¥Frank S. 1i
Owners -~ Samuel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Cornice removed.

Projecting bay extended and joined with No. 55; facade
resurfaced amd ground story refaced.

No. 55 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created, ornmament stripped.
1959: Alt 1259-1959 [Scurce: Alteration Application)
Architect -- Frank S. Lindgren
Owners — Samuel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Cornice removed.

Projecting bay extended and joined with No. 53; facade
resurfaced and ground story refaced.

57, 59, 61, 63 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Iots: 1123/7, 6, 105, 5

ORIGTNAL ROW DATA
DATE: 1850-91 [NB B845-1850])
TYPE: Rowhouses (4 of 4)
ARCHITECT: Charles Buek & Co.
OWNER/DEVELOPER: Charies Buek & Co.
STYLE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival with Queen Anne elements

ROW CONFIGURATION: ABAC
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WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side}

57, 59, 61, 63 West 70th Street
Tax Map Black/Iots: 1123/7, 6, 105, 5

ORIGINAL ROW DATA (continued)

Facade(s): Brick, stone, and lrorwork

Nurber of Stories: 4 with basement

window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood
Arched transoms/Wood

Basement Type: Raised

Stoop Type: Unknown

Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ATTERATION (s)

No. 57 West 70th Street

Cornice removed. GCround story refaced, facade resurfaced,
and one transom filled in.
1959: Alt 1069-1959 [Source: Alteration Application)
Architect — Frank S. Lindgren
Owners —— Samiel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 59 West 70th Street

GCrourd story refaced.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 61 West 70th Street

Ground story refaced.
Stoop removed: basement entrance created.

No. 63 West 70th Street

Stoop removed: bascement entrance ¢reated.
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WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Fark West and Columbus Avenue [North Side)

65 West 70th Street

Tax Map Block/Iot: 1123/1
Seg: 221-223 Columbus Avenue

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue (South Side]

2~4 West 70th Streect

Tax Map Block/Iot: 1122/36
See: 99 Central Park West

8 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lot: 1122/37 in part

ORIGINAL BUILDING DATA
BUTIDING NAME(s): Polonies Talmud Torah School
DATE: 1949 {NB 160-1949)
TYPE: School
ARCHMITECT: FKahn & Jaccbhs
CGWNER/DEVELOFER: Trustees of Cong. Shearith Israel
STYLE/ORNAMENT: Modern
Facade(s): Stone
Number of Stories: 4
Window Type/Material: Two-over-two/Steel
Methed of Construction: Steel frame construction

Fireproof
Site formerly occupied by: Two five-story brick-fronted rowhouses
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and brought out to the huilding line. In other instances, particularly on
West 72nd Street, this trancsformation resulted in the replacement of
rawhouses by small commercial buildings or the camplete alteration of
rawhouses with new facades at the building line; both types of alteraticns
maintained the rowhouse scale. Taller apartment hotels, often ten or more
stories, were introduced in the early years of the twentieth century on the
easterly blockfronts of West 72nd Strest, West 79th Street, and along West
86th Street, as well as on the cammercial blockfronts of West 72nd Street.
On the same non-coammercial cross-street blockfronts most of the 1880s
rowhcuses were replaced by tall apartment buildings in the years following

World War I, and these buildings, in many ways similar to those found on_.

Central Park West, play an important part in defining the character of these
cross streets in the district.

Central Park West developed more slowly and unevenly than the side
streets and avemes to the west, although the Dakota (1880-84) at West 72rd
Street was the first major residential building constructed in the area.
The character of Central Park West is enhanced by such major institutional
buildings as the american Museum of Natural History and the New-York
Historical Society, bequn in the nineteenth century, as well as several
turn—of-the-centwry religious buildirgs. The Central Park West that we know
today as one of New York’s grandest residential streets was largely built in
the twentieth century, and its tall apartment buildings fall roughly inte
three stylistic categories: Beaux-Arts inspired fram the first decade of
the century and designed by such architects as Clinton & Russell, Robert T.
Iyons, and Townsernd, Steinle & Haskell:; neo-Renaissance from the 1920 and
designed by such architects as George & Edward Blum, Emery Roth, and
Schwartz & Gross; and Art Deco towers from the late 1920s and early 1930s
designed by such architects as Irwin Chanin, Emery Roth, and Schwartz &
Gross. Among the latter two categories are the highly characteristic miti-
towered uildings, all of which are designated New York City Iandmarks., The
side street facades of the Central Park West apartment buildings impact on
the side street blocks, usually displaying materials and details that are
coampatible with the rawhouses. Built over the entire development span of
the district, the stylistically diverse buildings of Central Park West
create a streetscape and a skyline which is exuberant and varied as to
scale, height, and form. Its silhouette when viewed from Central Park is a
special and unique feature of New York Clity. Incorporated within this
district are two pre—existing districts which focused on Central Park West
and the adjacent side street blocks: Central Park West-West 73rd-74th
Streets and Central Park West-76th Street.

Colunbus Avenue retains a character which reflects its historic nature
as a transportation route. It was largely built up with flats and tenements
which incorporated commercial storefronts at street level cduring the same
years that rowhouses were being constructed on the side streets. This
commercial role has swrvived toc the present, making the avenue a strorg
spine in the district. Little original storefront fabric survives, hut
stretches of facades of relatively uniform height and scale give the avemie
its distinctive character. In some cases, the flats and tenements have been
internpted by twentieth—century apartment buildings, but these buildings
also have storefronts at street level which reinforce the aveme’s

7
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comercial character.

Amsterdam Avenue shares a mmber of characteristics with Columbus
Avenue. Like that avenue, it was built up with tenements amd flats over a
roughly ten-year period (1885-1895), ard these huildings were designed with
storefronts at street level. These buildings share a relationship with the
rawhouses on the side streets which is similar to that between the flats
buildings on Colurmbus and the side street rowhouses. Along the stretch of
the averme between West 80th and West 84th Streets, this cdharacter is
retained on both sides. On the east side of the averme, south of 79th
Street, the earlier flats buildings have been interrupted by taller
twentieth—century apartment buildings, also with street-level storefrants.
Despite the avenue’s consistent commercial dhwaracter, the storefromt fabric
has undergone a lesser degree of change than storefronts on Columbus, and
shows a greater harmony with the architectural character of the upper
stories of the buildings.

South of West 79th Street on Amsterdam, the wall of apartment buildirgs
on the western boundary of the district may be seen as a counterpart to the
wall along Central Park West on the eastern boundary of the district. Along
both Central Park West and Amsterdam, the apartment buildirgs are similar in
height, scale, and detail, were often designed by the same architects, and
were bullt during the same time period. Here too, the side street facades
of the Amsterdam Avelme apartment buildings interact with the rowhouses on
the side streets. The portion of Broadway within the district, south of
72rd Street, is effectively a southern contimiation of Ansterdam Averme, ard
with 1ts twelve-story apartment buildings and nineteen-story hotel building,
continues the role of Amsterdam in defining the western boundary of the
district.

Thus Central Park West, Broadway, and Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues
are linked by the side street blocks and several cross streets. All have a
rich variety of interrelated buildings which produce a complex wrban area
constituting a distinct section of the city.

Marjorie Pearson
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THE GENERAI HISTORICAL DEVEIOPMENT OF THE
UPPER WEST SIDE/CENTRAL PARK WEST HISTORIC DISTRICT

Prelude to Developsent

The area of the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District
developed primarily as a residential neighborhood over a roughty fifty-year
period from the 1880s to the 1930s. The appearance of the Upper West Side
is a reflection of econamic and speculative building patterns and the
collaborative efforts of speculators, developers, and architects. The
revhouses within the district, built within a relatively short span of years
that ended in the first decade of the twentieth century, present a picture
of the finmal phase of single~family rowhouse constructicn in Manhattan.
Maltiple dwellings of variocus kinds, beginning with tenements and flats and
followed by apartment hotels, studio buildings, and apartment buildings,
were constructed throughout the period of development in the district. The
result, little changed since the 1930s, is a complexly interwoven urban
neighborhood characterized by a mix of residential building types.

The documented history of the Upper West Side begins soon after the
colenial Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam in the seventeenth century.
Prior to its urbanization, the Upper West Side was known as Bloomingdale, or
"Bloemendaal" to the early Dutch settlers, in recollection of a flower—
growing region of Holland. In the early eighteenth century, Bloamingdale
Road (later renamed the Boulevard and finally Broadway in 1898) was opehed
through the area, following the course of an old Indian trail, and provided
the northerm route out of the city which was then concentrated at the
southern tip of Manhattan Island. Rural lodges and broken-down shanties,
interspersed with large outcroppings of rock, dotted the landscape of
Bloomirkgdale. Working farms and colonial estates were estahlished and small
hamlets, such as Harsenville near West 72nd Street, were settled on or near
Bloamingdale Road during the eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries.
However, the Upper West Side, including the area within the boundaries of
the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District, remained largely
urdeveloped until the 1880s.

New York City’s population rapidly increased throughout the colonial
period and into the nineteenth century. As a result, development in the
city expanded northward, with growing commercial interests contimuously
transforming and displacing residential communities. Neighborhoods were
established further uptown away fram spreading commercial developwment. By
the 1850s, the city’s northern urban limits had reached today’s midtown. &As
development continued to push northward, it was largely concentrated on the
East Side, following the transit lines, which included steamboat service on
the East River ard several horse car lines.

The Upper West Side was included in the Randel Swrvey (known as the
Comissioners’ Map of 1811) which outlined a uniform grid plan of broad
avenues and narrow cross streets to be imposed upon the rolling hills of
Manhattan. Many years elapsed, however, before most of the avermes and
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streets in rural Bloomingdale were actually laid out (same streets as late
as the 1870s and 1880s) and the lamd subdivided into standard twenty-five by
100 foot building lots.

The creation of Central Park (a designated New York City Scenic
Landmark) , begun in 1857, spurred qgrowth in areas around the Park’s
perimeter, arﬂsetoffthefimtwaveofrealestatespewlationonthe
Upper West Side. Trading in Upper West Side building lots was active,
particularly on the avenues, cduring an extensive period of New York real
estate speculation which lasted from 1868 until the financial panic of 1873.

Theopenmgcfavem&sarﬂmprwedmblmtmmportatlmtotmwper
West Side (beginning in the 1860s but particularly in the 1870s) contributed
to the first wave of growth in the area., In 1864, the horse car line on
Eighth Averue (renamed Central Parkt-zestinlam)wasexterﬁedfmmidtam
to West 84th Street. In 1865, the Comnissionexs of Central Park were
authorized to complete the laying cut of the streets west of the Park. The
Boulevard (the main artery of the Upper West Side and the route linking the
city to the south with points north) was widened in 1868-71 and designed to
receive central, planted malls from West 55th to 155th Streets.

Transportation improvements that were plarmed and carried out by
private companies at the end of the 1870s further enhanced the potential of
the area. In 1878, horse car service was started on Tenth Avenue (renamed
amsterdam Avenue in 1890} and Broadway, and the horse car lines on Eighth
Everue were replaced by street rail service up to West 125th Street. In
1879 the Elevated Railway on Ninth Avenue (renamed Colurbus Avenue in 1890)
was completed with stations at west 72nd, 81st, 93rd, amd 104th Streets.

The earliest rows of houses in the district were built in the 1870s,
before the panic of 1873, following the initial promise of the great
development prospects in the area. These houses were situated in proximity
to the El stations already proposed at that time. Two long rows, portions
of which still exist, were situated between Central Park West and Columbus
Averme: a thirteen-house row on West 83rd Street (of which six survive) and
a twenty-house row on West 92 Street (two of the surviving seven are
within the district). another five-house row (of which four survive) was
built on West 71st Street near Broadway.

The Ninth Averue El served as the primary impetus to sustained
development in the area of the district. There was a direct response on the
part of speculative huilders to the presernce of the El, and between 1879 and
1887 development clustered within a two-block radius of its stations in the
blocks between Central Park West and Amsterdam Averme. The peak of this
boom came in 1886; architects, developers, and builders active elsewhere in
the city were now focusing their attention on the prime real estate
opportunities of the Upper West Side.

Building Types

Single-family houses, the first choice of upper middle~class families
locating in the area, were only profitable for their developers on the side
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