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Landmarks Preservation Co-iussion
March 19, 1974, NumbeT 3
LP-0832

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL (the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue), 99 Central
Park West, Borough of Manhattan. Built 1896-97; arcliitects Brunner & Tryon.

LpndmaTk Site: Borough of lianhattan Tax flap Block 1122, Lot 3 in part, con-
sisting of the land on which the described building is situated.

1)

On November 27, 1973, the Landmarks Preservation Comission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of Congregaticn Shearith Israel

A of the relaled(the Spanisti and Portuguese Synogogue) and the proposed designat on
Landmark Site (Itm No. 4). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordince
with the pTovisions of law. One witness spoke in favor of designation. There
were no speakers in opposition to designation. CongTegation Shearith ISTael has
indicated its support of the proposed designation of its main building. It
opposed the designation of its Parsonage building next to the maiii building,
and the Comission his decided not to consider the Parsonage for desipnatim

DESCRIPTION AIM ANTALYSIS

. The synagogue of the Congregation Shearith Israel was built in 1896-97 from
plans by the architectural firm of Brunner & Tryon. This masonry bdilding,
referred to as the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, is the fouTth synagogue
erected by the Congregation since 1729. The first building, located on what is
today Smth lVi-Iliam Street, provided a pemanent house of worship for the Jewish
settlers w%o liad been nectinf, to,,,ether for nearly a littndTed years. rior to the
erection of the pre7ent building, the Congregation had built two other synagogues;
one at 56 Crosby Street in 1833-34 and another at 5 IleSt 19th Street in 1859-60.

The synagogue architects, Arnold 11. ETunner and Thomas Tryon, had also
designed the ChemiStT)- Building of Neii York City College, among otbeT important
projects. This synagogue is a striking exwple of the mdnumental neo-rlassical
style,popular at the turn of the century for pLblic and ecclesiastical architec-
ture. The imposing front facade facing CentTal Park West is compose(i of four
large, engaged Conposite columns that embrace three round-arched openings,
enclosed by elaborate bronze gates, ancl three round-arched windows witli ballis-
trades. The openings, which pToduce the effect of a loggia, lead into a porch
containing the two primary entrances wliich are located at either side. The front
columns are surmounted by an entablature with a modillioned cornice, which is
also found above the two smooth ashlaT surfaces flanking this ceiitral aiea.

Above the entablature is a high attic with smooth-faced pilasters, positioned
to correspond with the columns. They enframe panels with classical wreath
motifs and support a handsome low pediment with foliate detail in the
crowned by the conventional anthemion-shaped acrateria.

The 70th StTeet facade has ond pavilions, the eastermost of which foms a
par- of the main massing of the tront, further unitiod by the continuation of the
front entablature along this side and the paneled attic treatment above the two
pavilions. The recessed central portion has three large aTched windows qepaTated
by Composite pilasters anei is crownod by a handsome balustrade. The end pavilion
nearest Central PaTk I'lost is pierced by two windows; a square-headed window liith
projecting cornice and a window above it of similar proportion surmounted by
swags and a pediment. An identical window with pedimented enframement appeaTs
above the side antrance at the Tear pavilion. This 70th Street entrance is
composed of large double (loors and a transom with a handsome grille swmounted
by a full entablature with foliate consoles.

Landmarks Preservation Comission C
March 19, 1974, Number 3 r>
LP-OS32

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL (the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue), 99 Central
Park West, Borough of Manhattan. Built 1896-97; architects Brunner § Tryon.

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1122 . Lot 56 in part, con-
sisting of the land on which the described building is situated. L

On November 27, 1973, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as a Landmark of Congregation Shearith Israel
(the Spanish and Portuguese Synogogue) and the proposed designation of the related
Landmark Site (Item No. 4). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance i

with the provisions of law. One witness spoke in favor of designation. There
were no speakers in opposition to designation. Congregation Shearith Israel has
indicated its support of the proposed designation of its main building. It
opposed the designation of its Parsonage building next to the main building,
and the Commission has decided not to consider the Parsonage for designation.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

• The synagogue of the Congregation Shearith Israel was built in 1896-97 from
plans by the architectural firm of Brunner § Tryon. This masonry building,
referred to as the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, is the fourth synagogue
erected by the Congregation since 1729. The first building, located on what is
today South William Street, provided a permanent house of worship for the Jewish
settlers who had been meeting together for nearly a hundred years. nrior to the
erection of the present building, the Congregation had built two other synagogues;
one at 56 Crosby Street in 1833-34 and another at 5 West 19th Street in 1859-60.

The synagogue architects, Arnold IV. Brunner and Thomas Tryon, had also
designed the Chemistry Building of New York City College, among other important
projects. This synagogue is a striking example of the monumental neo-Classical
style, popular at the turn of the century for public and ecclesiastical architec-
ture. The imposing front facade facing Central Park West is composed of four
large, engaged Composite columns that embrace three round-arched openings,
enclosed by elaborate bronze gates, and three round-arched windows with bains-
trades. The openings, which produce the effect of a loggia, lead into a porch
containing the two primary entrances which are located at either side. The front
columns are surmounted by an entablature with a modillioned cornice, which is
also found above the two smooth ashlar surfaces flanking this central area.

Above the entablature is a high attic with smooth-faced pilasters, positioned
to correspond with the columns. They enframe panels with classical wreath
motifs and support a handsome low pediment with foliate detail in the tympanum,
crowned by the conventional anthemion-shaped acroteria.

The 70th Street facade has ond pavilions, the easternmost of which forms a
part of the main massing of the rront, further unified by the continuation of the
front entablature along this side and the paneled attic treatment above the two
pavilions. The recessed central portion has three large arched windows separated
by Composite pilasters and is crowned by a handsome balustrade. The end pavilion
nearest Central Park West is pierced by two windows; a square-headed window with
projecting cornice and a window above it of similar proportion surmounted by
swags and a pediment. An identical window with pedimented enframement appears
above the side entrance at the rear pavilion. This 70th Street entrance is
composed of large double doors and a transom with a handsome grille surmounted
by a full entablature with foliate consoles.
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a caTeful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Comission finds
that the Congregation Sliearith Tsrael has a special character, special historical
and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage and cultur-
al characteristics of New York City.

The Comission further finds that, among its important qualities, th
s"agogue of the Congregation SheaTith Israel is a handsome example 0 th$
monumental neo-Classical style of architecture popular at the turn of the ,
century, that it is a distinguishing feature of the Central Park IgTt street-
scape and that it symbolizes the three centuries Of TeligiOUS activity of the
Congregation.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of New York and ChapteT $-A of the AdministTative Code of the City of New
York, the Landmarks Preservation Comission designates as a Landmark the Congre-
gation Shearith ISTael, 99 Central PaTk I'lest, BoTough of Manhattan and designates
as its related Laridmark Site that part of Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Black 1122,
Lot 36 which contains the land on which the deseTibed building is situated.

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission finds
that the Congregation Shearith Israel has a special character, special historical
and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage and cultur-
al characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, thd
synagogue of the Congregation Shearith Israel is a handsome example of the
monumental neo-Classical style of architecture popular at the turn of the
century, that it is a distinguishing feature of the Central Park West street-
scape and that it symbolizes the three centuries of religious activity of the
Congregation.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the
City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New
York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as a Landmark the Congre-
gation Shearith Israel, 99 Central Park West, Borough of Manhattan and designates
as its related Landmark Site that part of Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 1122,
Lot 36 which contains the land on which the described building is situated.
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WEST 70T14 S7TREET
Between Central Park WeSt arid Columbus Avenue [North Side]

1-7 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lot: 1123/29

See: 101 Central Park West

9, 11, 15, 17, 19, 21 West 70th Street
Tax Map BlocVLots: 1123/26, 25, 24, 123, 23, 22

ORIGniAL POW DAM

DATE: 1893-94 CNB 295-1893]

TYPE: Rowh (6 of 6)
APjalr=: Thm & Wilson

CWNER/DEVELOPER: Michael Brenmn

STYLE1O10LA2=; Renaissance

ROW CONFIGURATIOR: ABCCICB
Facade(s): Brick and stone
Number of Stories: 4 with basanent
WirKlow Type/material: on -one doublehung/Wood
B t Type: Raised
Stocp Type: Box
Methcd of Construction. Masonty bea iriU walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 9 West 70th Street

Stoop renoved; basament entrance, created.

No. 11 West 70th Street

Stoop remaved; basenent entrance. created.

No. 17 West 70tti

Fix,st two stories stripped.
Stoop zemuved; basonmt entrance created.

No. 19 West 70th

Stocp raroved; basement entrance created.

221

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side]

1-7 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lot: 1123/29

See: 101 Central Park West

9, 11, 15, 17, 19, 21 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/lots: 1123/26, 25, 24, 123, 23, 22

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1893-94 [NB 295-1893]

TYPE: Rowhouses (6 of 6}

ARCHITECT: Thorn & Wilson

OWNER/DEVELDPER: Michael Brennan

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival

ROW CONFIGURATION: ABCC'CB
Facade(s): Brick and stone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 9 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 11 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 17 West 70th Street

First two stories stripped.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 19 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

221

Document From NYC LPC To Sugarman July 10 2003     000772

www.protectwest70.org



WEST 7WH STREEr
Between Central Park West arkd Colmhus Avenue [North Side]

23, 25, 27, 29, 31 West 70th Street
Tax 14ap Block/Lats: 1123/21, 20, 19, 118, 18

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1891-92 [NB 1483-1891)

TYPE: P"whouses (5 of 5)

ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellonger

OWNER/DEVELOPER: Jchn D. Taylor

=E/0RXAmEZM: Renaissance Revival

ROW CWnaMTION: ABABA
Facade(s): Brownstom
Numbex of Stories: 4 with basement
Windw Type/Material: doible-hung/Wood
Basemmt Type: Raised
Stccp Type: Box
Method of oonstruction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION(s)

No. 25 West 70th Street

Facade stripped/resurfaced.

Ho. 27 West 7Gth Street

Ground story resurfacecl.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 29 $%Iest 7Gth Street

Stoop rewved, basement ntranoe created.

No. 31 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basaTerrt entrance created.

222

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side]

23, 25, 27, 29, 31 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lots: 1123/21, 20, 19, 118, 18

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1891-92 [NB 1483-1891]

TYPE: Rowhouses (5 of 5)

ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellenger

OWNER/DEVEIDPER: John D. Taylor

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival

ROW CONFIGURATION: ABABA
Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION(s)

No. 25 West 70th Street

Facade stripped/resurfaced.

No. 27 West 70th Street

Ground story resurfaced.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 29 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 31 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

222
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WEST 70TH STREET
Betveen Park West and Columb;s Avenue [North Side)

33, 35, 37, 39, 41 West 70th Street
Tax 14ap BlocWLcts: 1123/17, 16, 15, 114, 14

OPZGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1891-92 (Nb 1192-1891]

=: Rowhouses (5 of 5)

ARaiI=: Gilbert A. Schelleiger

OWNER/EEVELOP.ER: John & George Ruddell

STYLE/OP"=; Renaissance Rev.1val

ROW OOMGURATION: ABAM
Famde(s): Brownstone
Nurd3er of Stories; 4 with basemnt
Window Type/material: Om-over-one double-hurcjrWood
Basemmt Type: Raised
Stocp Type* Straight and box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION(s)

No. 41 WeSt 70th Street

Stoop removecl; basenent entrance created.

43, 45, 47, 49, 51 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Tat : 1123/13, 12, 111, 11, 10

CRIGUiAL " DATA

DATE: 1890-91 (NB la5l-1890]

=: Rowhouses; (5 of 5)

ARCHI=: Gilbert: A. Schollenger

OWNEF/EEVELOPER: George Ruddell

glYWOF4994ERr. Rmaissance with Rouanesque elements

RCU CONFIGLMATICN: ABABA

223

WEST 70TH STKkKT
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side]

33, 35, 37, 39, 41 West 70th Street
Tax Map Blocfc/tots: 1123/17, 16, 15, 114, 14

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1891-92 [MB 1192-1891]

TYPE: Rowhouses (5 of 5)

ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellenger

OWNER/DEVELOPER: John & George Ruddell

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival

ROW CONFIGURATION: ABABA
Facade(s): Brcwnstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Straight and box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 41 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

43, 45, 47, 49, 51 West 70th Street
Tax Map BlocV̂ ts: 1123/13, 12, 111, 11, 10

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1890-91 [NB 1851-1890]

TYPE: Rowhouses (5 of 5)

ARCHITECT: Gilbert A. Schellenger

OWNER/DEVELOPER: George Ruddell

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival with Romanesque Revival elements

ROW CONFIGURATION: ABABA

223
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WEST 7001 SIRM
Between CaTtml Park West atid Columbus Aveme [North Side]

43, 45, 47, 49, 51 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lots: 1123/13, 12, 111, 11, 10

CRIGIN%L PDW DATA (CMtMUed)

Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Windaw Type/Material: double-hung/Woocl
Basement Type: Raised
stoop Type: Straicjht and box
matbcd of Constructicn: Masmry bearing walls

ALTERATION (s)

No. 43 West: 70th Street

Stoop renoved; basement ent:ranco created.

No. 51 West 70th Street

Stjoop rewved; basenent entrance, created.

53, 55 West ?Oth Street
Tax 14ap Block/lots: 1123/9, 8

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1890-91 INB 1257-1890]

TYPE: RMhOUSes (2 of 2)

ARCHITECT: Charles Buek & Co.

CVCUWDLVELOPER: Charles Buek & Co.

9=/CFUI*MqT*. Renaissance TL-vival

ROW OWnGURATION: Mirror nnage
Facade(s): Brownstone
Nmrber of Stories: 4 with basemerrt
Window Type/Material- One-over-one double-hung/Vood
BasemeTYt Type: Raised
StDop Type: UrJaicwn
Plethod of Construction: Masormy bearing walls

224

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Coluiribus Avenue [North Side]

43, 45, 47, 49, 51 West 70th Street
Tax Map Blod</l£>ts: 1123/13, 12, 111, 11, 10

ORIGINAL ROW DATA (continued)

Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wbod
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Straight and box
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

AUTERATIONCs)

No. 43 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 51 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

53, 55 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/tots: 1123/9, 8

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1890-91 [NB 1257-1890]

TYPE: Rowhouses (2 of 2)

ARCHITECT: Charles Buek & Co.

OWNER/DEVEIDFER: Charles Buek & Co.

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival

ROW CONFIGURATION: Mirror image
Facade(s): Brownstone
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Unknown
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

224
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WFST 70TH STT=
BPtween central Park West and Colunbus Avenue [North Side]

53, 55 West 70th Street
Tax Map BlocVLots: 1123/9, 8

ALTERATION(s)

No. 53 West 70th Street

stoop rawved; basement entrarioe created, ornment stripped.
1959: Alt 1258-1959 [Source: Alteration Application]
Archi1tect. - Ftank S. Lindgren

Smuel Rigatdi & Bsn)& Tiadcel
Comice removed.
Projecting bay extended and joined wiUi No. 55; facade

resurfaced and grcurid story mfaced.

No. 55 West 70th Street

Stoop renoved; basanent entrance created, ornmaient stripped.
1959: Alt 1259-1959 (Source: Alteratim Applimtim)
Architer-t -- Frank S. Lindgren
DAiers - Saimel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Cornice raroved.
bay exterded and joined with No. 53; facade

resurfacecl and ground story refaced.

57, 59, 61, 63 West 70th Street
Tax 14ap Block/Ints: 1123/7, 6, 105, 5

CRIGINAL ROW DATA

aATE.- 1890-91 [NB 845-1890]

TYM: Rowbouses (4 of 4)

Charles BLiek & Co.

OWNER/DLVELOPER: Charles Buek & Co.

STYLE/MQUIEW: Pprkiissance Revival with Queen Anne elements

ROW CCNFTGURATICN: PMC

225

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side]

53, 55 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Î ts: 1123/9, 8

ALTERATION (s)

No. 53 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created, ornament stripped,
1959: Alt 1258-1959 [Source: Alteration Application]
Architect — Frank S. Lindgren
Owners — Samuel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Cornice removed.
Projecting bay extended and joined with No. 55; facade
resurfaced and ground story refaced.

No. 55 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created, ornament stripped.
1959: Alt 1259-1959 [Source: Alteration Application]
Architect — Frank S. Lindgren
Owners — Samuel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Cornice removed.
Projecting bay extended and joined with No. 53; facade
resurfaced and ground story refaced.

57, 59, 61, 63 West 70th Street
Tax Map BlocVLrts: 1123/7, 6, 105, 5

ORIGINAL ROW DATA

DATE: 1890-91 [NB 845-1890]

TYPE: Rowhouses (4 of 4)

ARCHITECT: Charles Buek & Co.

CWNEEVDEVEIDPER: Charles Buek & Co.

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Renaissance Revival with Queen Anne elements

RCW CONFIGURATION: ABAC

225
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WEST 707M STRMT
Between C;entral Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Sidel

57, 59, 61, 63 West 70th Street
Tax 14ap Block/lots: 1123/7, 6, 105, 5

CRIGUM ROW DAM (oontinued)

Facade(s): Brick, stom, and
NmTbor of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Materiad:

Pxchecl transcm/Wood
Basement Type: Raisod
Stocp Type: Unknown
Method of constraQticri: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION(s)

No. 57 West 70th Street

Cornice remcved. Ground story mfaced, facade resurfaogd,
ancl one transom filled in.
1959; Alt 1069-1959 [Source: Alteration Application)
ArChiteat - Frank S. Luxkjren
Nners - Samuel Pugatch & Benjamin tiackel

Stoop ramoved; basement entrance created.

No. 59 West 70th Street

Grourid story refaoad.
Stoop remwecl; baseTent entrarice created.

No. 61 West 70th Street

Ground stor mfaoed.
Stoop renNed; basement entrance created.

No. 63 West 70th street

Stoop rewved; basement entrance created.

226

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Colurribas Avenue [North Side]

57, 59, 61, 63 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/tots: 1123/7, 6, 105, 5

ORIGINAL ROW DATA (continued)

Facade(s): Brick, stone, and ironwork
Number of Stories: 4 with basement
Window Type/Material: One-over-one double-hung/Wood

Arched transoms/Wood
Basement Type: Raised
Stoop Type: Unknown
Method of Construction: Masonry bearing walls

ALTERATION(s)

No. 57 West 70th Street

Cornice removed. Ground story refaced, facade resurfaced,
and one transom filled in.
1959: Alt 1069-1959 [Source: Alteration Application]
Architect — Frank S. Lindgren
Owners — Samuel Pugatch & Benjamin Hackel

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 59 West 70th Street

Ground story refaced.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 61 West 70th Street

Ground story refaced.
Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

No. 63 West 70th Street

Stoop removed; basement entrance created.

226
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WEST 70TH STR=
BetWeetn Central Park West and colmbw Avenue [North Side]

65 West 70th Street
Tax Mzp BlOCWLnt! 1123/1

See: 221-223 COIMTbtw Aveme

WEST 70TH STPIM
Bet Central Park West and CaltunbUS Avenue (South Side]

2-4 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lot: 1122/36

See: 99 Centxal Park West

8 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/Lat: 1122/37 in part

ORIGINAL BUILDING IDATA

MILDIM NAME(s): Polonies Talimd Torah School

DATE: 1949 [NB 160-19492

TYPE: School

ARCH=: Kahn & Jacobs

CWNEP,/DEVELOPER: Trustees of Cong. Shearith Israel

STYLE/Ord-MMU: Modem

Facade(s): Stone
NLmber of Stories: 4
Window Type/Material: Two-over-two/Steel
Method of Corotrwtim: Steel frme construction

Fireproof
Site formrly ocaupied by: Two f ive-story brick-fronted rvAiouses

227

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [North Side]

65 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/lot: 1123/1

See: 221-223 Columbus Avenue

WEST 70TH STREET
Between Central Park West and Columbus Avenue [South Side]

2-4 West 70th Street
Tax Map Block/lot: 1122/36

See: 99 Central Park West

8 West 70th Street
Tax Map BlocV̂ t: 1122/37 in part

ORIGINAL BUILDING DATA

HJILDING NAME(s): Polonies Talmud Torah School

DATE: 1949 [NB 160-1949]

TYPE: School

ARCHITECT: Kahn & Jacobs

CWNEIVDEVEDDPER: Trustees of Cong. Shearith Israel

STYIE/ORNAMENT: Modern

Facade(s): Stone
Number of Stories: 4
Window Type/Material: Two-over-two/Steel
Method of Construction: Steel frame construction

Fireproof
Site formerly occupied by: Two five-story brick-fronted rowhouses

227
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desigried by a nuTber of prominent architects, amwg them RoBaxio candela,
Ylulliken & Moeller, Neville & Bagge, Ciaorge F. PeM-Mn, and Schunartz & Cross.
Marry of the multiple particularly the teromTents, flats, and
apartnent hotels, were desigried with commercial spam at street leVel. A
few specially designed omiwxcial buildings are located cn Um aveyRies and
West 72nd Street. Throughout the period of develcpment of the district, a
variety of specialized buildings designed by scme of the city's mDst
prestigious archil-ect have been constructed to weet the social,
aducatimal, and religiom roeeds of the residents, and these complement the
residential huldings and enhance the architectural character of the nrea.

The developmm of the cUstxict was affected by several factors. Plans
for Central Park in the 1850s led to the first wave of larid speculaticn on
the Upper West side, partic:ularly along central Park Wert. A smll flurry
of rawhouse corotructim which began in the early 1870s, was halted by the
finarr-ial Panic of 1873. The lesos the first mjor decade of
develcpment in the area, signalled by the opening of the Mirith Avenue El in
1879 and the cpenirig of a cable cn route alorig Tenth Avenue. Develcpwnt
of both rowhouses and matiple dwellirigs tended to cluster arcund the
statiom of the El. By the aid of the decade, these tm building types,
which help defim the chamcter of the district, had been firmly
established.

The unusually larxj side street bladc wiiich form the heart of Um
district w-re initially bulat up with Icng rows of hcusw uhich present a
picture of the fiml years of rowhoum ccratructicn in These
rcws unify the streetscapes by comistent helot, setback, and aAmal form,
although the rows: are stylistically varied and thexe is often a great deal
of variety in form and orrorental detail withm emb raw, thus producing a
rultiplicity of configumtiorLs (for example, ABCDCBA). High stoops and tha
earth tones; of brick and brownstone facaclas are ather qualities which mify
the ra;whouses. While over 100 architects designed within the
district, certain of them made a mjor inpact, imiuding Benry j.
Mardenbercjh, tieville & Bagge, Gi-Lbert A. Schellenger, and Thcm & Wilson mid
the Presence of their work is arAythar unifyiTig characteristic. The avenue
eTxis of the side street blockfronts cortain flats and tmvments which relate
to the rowbouses in height, scale, mterial-, arid architectural detail, and
were often designed by the sam architerts. In the years following World
war, apartment buildirxgs began to interrupt rc,wa of ba, m the side
streets. The resultant eight- to ten-story bxildings relaLte to the
rowtiouses in mterials and architacWral details everi though twioe the
height of the rawhcusas.

The 100-fGCt widE CrOSS streets Of the district, Vkisst 72nd Strezt, West
79th Street, and West 86th Street, am individually distinctive. Tj the
side streets, the wider Cross streets wem initially built up with
"mhouses, oftm grander and mm elaborate than those on the narrower side
streets. lwlated groups of these m all three stxeets. 7he
blockfronts of West 72rid Street ard West 79th Stiiaet closest to Broadway
began to be transformed for Commercial use in the early years of the
twentieth oentury. In some instances, extensions containing ocnuercial
stomfronts were inserted into the lower two stories of existing rowhouses

designed by a number of prominent architects, among them Rosario Candela,
Mulliken & Mbeller, Neville & Bagge, George F. Pelham, and Schwartz & Gross.
Many of the multiple dwellings, particularly the tenements, flats, and
apartment hotels, were designed with commercial space at street level. A
few specially designed commercial buildings are located on the avenues and
West 72nd Street. Throughout the period of development of the district, a
variety of specialized buildings designed by some of the city's most
prestigious architects have been constructed to meet the social,
educational, and religious needs of the residents, and these complement the
residential buildings and enhance the architectural character of the area.

The development of the district was affected by several factors. Plans
for Central Park in the 1850s led to the first wave of land speculation on
the Upper West Side, particularly along Central Park West. A small flurry
of rowhouse construction which began in the early 1870s, was halted by the
financial Panic of 1873. The 1880s were the first major decade of
development in the area, signalled by the opening of the Ninth Avenue El in
1879 and the opening of a cable car route along Tenth Avenue. Development
of both rowhouses and multiple dwellings tended to cluster around the
stations of the El. By the end of the decade, these two building types,
which help define the character of the district, had been firmly
established.

The unusually long side street block which form the heart of the
district were initially built up with long rows of houses which present a
picture of the final years of rowhouse construction in Manhattan. These
rows unify the streetscapes by consistent height, setback, and overall form,
although the rows are stylistically varied and there is often a great deal
of variety in form and ornamental detail within each row, thus producing a
multiplicity of configurations (for example, ABCDCBA). High stoops and the
earth tones of brick and brownstone facades are other qualities which unify
the rowhouses. While over 100 architects designed rowhouses within the
district, certain of them made a maj or impact, including Henry J.
Hardenber̂ i, Neville & Bagge, Gilbert A. Schellenger, and Thorn & Wilson and
the presence of their work is another unifying characteristic. The avenue
ends of the side street blockfronts contain flats and tenements which relate
to the rowhouses in height, scale, material, and architectural detail, and
were often designed by the same architects. In the years following World
War, apartment buildings began to interrupt rows of houses on the side
streets. The resultant eight- to ten-story buildings relate to the
rowhouses in materials and architectural details even though twice the
height of the rowhouses.

The 100-foot wide cross streets of the district, West 72nd Street, West
79th Street, and West 86th Street, are individually distinctive. Like the
side streets, the wider cross streets were initially built up with
rowhouses, often grander and more elaborate than those on the narrower side
streets. Isolated groups of these survive on all three streets. The
blockfronts of West 72nd Street and West 79th Street closest to Broadway
began to be transformed for commercial use in the early years of the
twentieth century. In some instances, extensions containing commercial
storefronts were inserted into the lower two stories of existing rowhouses
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and brought out to the building lim. In other instwres, particularly m
West 72nd Street, this transformation resulted in the replacement of
rowhouses by small cauuercial buildings or the couplete alteraticm of
rowhouses with new facades at the builduig line; both types of alteraticns
mintained the rowbause scale. Taller apaLtmrrt hotels, often ten or mom
stories, were introduced -in the early years of the twentieth cmTtury an the
easterly blockfronts of West 72nil Street, West 79th Street, and alcng West
86th Street, as well as cn the cmaercial blockfronts of West 72nd street.
cn the smm ncn-cmmnercial cross-stteet blockfronts most of the 1880s
radhouses were replaced by tall aparbmnt buildings in the years following
World War 1, and these buildiricjs, in many ways siinilar to those found cn--
central Park West, play an inportarit part in defining the ctiaracter of these
cross streets in ttie district.

Central Park West developed viore slowly and unevenly than the side
streets and avenues tO ttm West, although the DWmta (1880-84) at West 72rd
street was the first major residential building ccnstructed in the area.
The character of Central Park West is enbarced by such major institutional
buildings as the Amrimn Musiam of Nabiral History and the New-York
Historical Society, begun in the nirietemth century, as well as several
turn-of-the-century religious bLiildings. The Oentral Park West that we know
today as one of New York's grandest residential streets was largely built in
the twentieth century, and its tall aparbnent buildings fall roughly into
three stylistic categories: Beaux-Arts inspired frcm the first decade of
the cmytury and designed by such arciiitects as Clinton & Pobert T.
Lycns, and Townsend, st-einle & Haskell; frcm the 1920S and
designed by such architects as George L Fdward Blum, nwxy Roth, and
Schwartz & Gross; and Art Deco towers frm the late 1920S and early 1930s
designed by such arclutects w Irwin Chanin, Effexy Roth, and Schwartz &
Gross. Ammig the latter two categories are tim highly characteristic multi-
taoered biildangs, all of which are designated New York City larictrarks. rite
side street facades of the Cantnl Park West apartxent buildmgs irpact cn
the side street blocks, umolly displayirig materials and details that. are
ccnpatible with the rowhouses. Rnlt over the errtire developffent span of
the district, the stylistically diverse buildings of Central Park West
create a streetscape ancl a skylim which is emADerant and varied as to
scale, height, and fonn. itr silhouette when vieded from Central Park is a
special and unique feature of New York City. Incorporated within this
district are two pre-existing districts wiilch focused on Central Park liwt
and the adjacent side street blocks: Central Park West-West 73rd-74th
Streets arxl Central Park West-76th Street.

Colurbus Avemie retaim a character Miich reflects its historic riabim
as a transportaticn route. It was largely bktilt up with flats and tenevayts
which incorporated comrorcial storefrcuts at street level duriM the sarre
years that wera being constructed on tkp side streets. ulis
commercial role has survived to the present, makiM the avenue a straril
spine iTi the district. Little original storefront fabric mitvives, bLLt
stratches of facades of relatively uniform height and scal give the averme
its distinctive character. In some cases, the flats and tenanents bwm been
intei by twerft:ieth-century aparbrent bxildings, but Uiese buildings-
also have storefronts at street level which reinforce the avemm's

and brought out to the building line. In other instances, particularly on
West 72nd Street, this transformation resulted in the replacement of
rowhouses by small commercial buildings or the complete alteration of
rowhouses with new facades at the building line; both types of alterations
maintained the rowhouse scale. Taller apartment hotels, often ten or more
stories, were introduced in the early years of the twentieth century on the
easterly blockfronts of West 72nd Street, West 79th Street, and along West
86th Street, as well as on the commercial blockfronts of West 72nd street.
On the same rron-commercial cross-street blockfronts most of the 1880s
rowhouses were replaced by tall apartment buildings in the years following
World War I, and these buildings, in many ways similar to those found on-
Central Park West, play an important part in defining the character of these
cross streets in the district.

Central Park West developed more slowly and unevenly than the side
streets and avenues to the west, although the Dakota (1880-84) at West 72nd
Street was the first major residential building constructed in the area.
Ihe character of Central Park West is enhanced by such major institutional
buildings as the American Museum of Natural History and the New-York
Historical Society, begun in the nineteenth century, as well as several
turn-of-the-century religious buildings. The Central Park West that we know
today as one of New York's grandest residential streets was largely built in
the twentieth century, and its tall apartment buildings fall roughly into
three stylistic categories: Beaux-Arts inspired from the first decade of
the century and designed by such architects as Clinton & Russell, Robert T.
Lyons, and Townsend, Steinle & Haskell; neo-Renaissance from the 1920s and
designed by such architects as George & Edward Blum, Emery Roth, and
Schwartz & Gross; and Art Deco towers from the late 1920s and early 1930s
designed by such architects as Irwin Chanin, Emery Roth, and Schwartz &
Gross. Among the latter two categories are the highly characteristic multi-
towered buildings, all of which are designated New York City Landmarks. The
side street facades of the Central Park West apartment buildings impact on
the side street blocks, usually displaying materials and details that are
compatible with the rowhouses. Built over the entire development span of
the district, the stylistically diverse buildings of Central Park West
create a streetscape and a skyline which is exuberant and varied as to
scale, height, and form. Its silhouette when viewed from Central Park is a
special and unique feature of New York City. Incorporated within this
district are two pre-existing districts which focused on Central Park West
and the adjacent side street blocks: Central Park West-West 73rd-74th
Streets and Central Park West-76th Street.

Columbus Avenue retains a character which reflects its historic nature
as a transportation route. It was largely built up with flats and tenements
which incorporated commercial storefronts at street level during the same
years that rowhouses were being constructed on the side streets. This
commercial role has survived to the present, making the avenue a strong
spine in the district. Little original storefront fabric survives, but
stretches of facades of relatively uniform height and scale give the avenue
its distinctive character. In some cases, the flats and tenements have been
interrupted by twentieth-century apartment buildings, but these buildings
also have storefronts at street level which reinforce the avenue' s
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coamercial character.

Ansteztlam Avenue SlklreS a mnTber of characteristics with Ooluvbm
Avenue. Like that avenue, it was built up with termments and flatr over a
rmzghly ten-year period (1885--1895), and these buildirkgs were designed with
storefronts at stxeet lwel. These bnldizqs share a relaticnship with the
ro;&ouses cn the side streets which 3-s similar to that between the flats
bui-ldings on Columhm and ttm side street rowhouses. Along the stretch of
the avenue bebqeen West Both and West 84th Stresta, this cbaracter is
retained orx bath sides. cn the east side of the avenue, scuth of 79th
Street, the mrlier flats buildings have been inteni4*zd by taller
bgentieth-cenbixy apartmnt buildings, also with street-level stcrefrcrrts.
Despite the avervie's oxoistent ammercial ctaracter, the storefrcnt fabric
has undergom a lesser degree of change than storefronts m Columbus, and
shcws a greater harmmy W3.th the architectural chamcter of the upper
stories of the buildings.

South of West 79th Street m Arsterdm, ttm wall of apartmeryt buildings
m the westexr bouirlary of the district uay be seen as a courterpart to the
wall along Central Park West on the eastern bawylary of the district. AloM
ban Cmitral Park West and Anaterdam, the apartment buildings are similar in
height, scale, and detail, ware oftm designed by the same arcbitects, and
were built during the smw tine period. Here too, the side street facades
of the Azsterdam Avenue apartient buildings mteract the rowbouses cn
the side streetts. The portim of Broadway vithin the district, south of
72nd Street, is effectively a southern contimiaticn of Amsterdam Avemle, ard
with its twelve-story apartrkent bLulduigs aTxl nineteen-story hotel buildirig,
continues the mle of Anstiardm in defining the western boardary of the
district.

'Ihur CLntral Park West, Brmctmy, and ColuThm and Ansterdm Avenues
are liraed by the sicle street blocks and several cross streets. All have a
rich varietY of interrelated buildings utuch proluo-e a ocnplex urban area
oonstitLTting a distinct section of the city.

Marjorie Pearsm

commercial character.

Amsterdam Avenue shares a number of characteristics with Columbus
Avenue. Like that avenue, it was tuilt up with tenements and flats over a
roughly ten-year period (1885-1895), and these buildings were designed with
storefronts at street level. These buildings share a relationship with the
rowhouses on the side streets which is similar to that between the flats
buildings on Columbus and the side street rowhouses. Along the stretch of
the avenue between West 80th and West 84th Streets, this character is
retained on both sides. On the east side of the avenue, south of 79th
Street, the earlier flats buildings have been interrupted by taller
twentieth-century apartment buildings, also with street-level storefronts.
Despite the avenue's consistent commercial character, the storefront fabric
has undergone a lesser degree of change than storefronts on Columbus, and
shows a greater harmony with the architectural character of the upper
stories of the buildings.

South of West 79th Street on Amsterdam, the wall of apartment buildings
on the western boundary of the district may be seen as a counterpart to the
wall along Central Park West on the eastern boundary of the district. Along
both Central Park West and Amsterdam, the apartment buildings are similar in
height, scale, and detail, were often designed by the same architects, and
were built during the same time period. Here too, the side street facades
of the Amsterdam Avenue apartment buildings interact with the rowhouses on
the side streets. The portion of Broadway within the district, south of
72nd Street, is effectively a southern continuation of Amsterdam Avenue, and
with its twelve-story apartment buildings and nineteen-story hotel building,
continues the role of Amsterdam in defining the western boundary of the
district.

Thus Central Park West, Broadway, and Columbus and Amsterdam Avenues
are linked by the side street blocks and several cross streets. All have a
rich variety of interrelated buildings which produce a complex urban area
constituting a distinct section of the city.

Marjorie Pearson
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7HE GENERAL RISTORICAL DEVEIDEMU OF THE
UPPER wEST sIOE/amimL PARK wEsT jas=c Diomcr

Prelucle to Develoareft

The area of the Ugper West Side/CwTtral- Park West Historic Dlstxlct
develcped primarily as a residential mighboxhood aver a roughly fifty-year
period frcm the 1880s to the 1930s. Mie appearance of the Upper west side
is a mflectim of econcmic and speculative btlildirig patterns and th,
collaborative efforts of speculatom, developem, and architects. mie
rawhcuses within the district, bailt within a relatively short span of years
that erided in the fargt decade of the twentieth omtixy, presmt a pictum
of the firol phase of single-family rowhouse construction in Manhattan.
mdtiPle dwellirigs of varicLis kirds, beginning with tenements and flats and
followed by apartmerrt hcitels, studio buildiMs, and apartmmt buildings,
were mnstructed tbroughout the period of develcpaezrt in the district. The
result, little changed since the 1930s, is a cmiplexly jnterwov urban
mighborhood characterized by a mix of residential buildirig typw.

The documentecl history of the Upper West Side begins socn after the
colonial Dutch saftlenmt of New Amsterdam in the seventemth century.
Prior to its urbanization, the Upper West side was knom as Bloomingdale, or
"Bloemendaal" to the early Dutch settlers, in recollection of a flower-
growing regim of Holland. In the early elghteenth century, Blouftingdale
Road (later renwned the Boulevard and f inally Broadway in 1898) was cpmed
through the area, following the course of an old Irxiian tirai I , and provided
the northern route cut of the city vhich uns then concentrated at the
southern tip of Manhattan Island. Rural lodges arxl broken-down shaiTties,
interspersed with large outcrcppirvgs of rock, dotted the landscape of
Blocmirqdale. workuvg farm and colonial estates were established arkd small
hmlets, such as Harsenville near West 72rxl Street, were settled m or near
Blocmingdale Rmd duriM the eighteenth and early-nimteenth centuries.
However, the Upper West Side, including the areei within the bounclaries of
the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District, revained largely
urideveloped mti.-I the 1880s.

Few York City's popLilatim rapidly increasecl throughout the mlonial
period and into the nirateenth century. As a resat, develcpmer& in the
city exparided norUwrdrd, with graduq cmnercial interegts oontlmxxmly
tranrfcnftiM ard displacing residential commities. Neigbbothmft were
established further uptawn away frcm spreadirKj commercial develcpwnt. By
the 1850s, the ci-ty's northern urban limits had reached today's irLidtown. As
develcpment ocntinued to push rborthward, it was largely concentrated cn the
Fast Side, followirig the transit lines, which inUuded stemdmat service m
the East Rrv and several horse mr lines.

The Upper West Side was included in the Parxlel Survey (known as the
C-missicners, Map of 1811) which autlined a miform grid plan of brmd
avenues and narrow cross streets to be imposed upon the rolling hLlls of
Manhattan. Many years elapsed, hmwer, befom most of the avemies and

THE GENERAL HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE
UPPER WEST SIDE/CENTRAL PARK WEST HISTORIC DISTRICT

Prelude to Development

The area of the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District
developed primarily as a residential neighborhood over a roughly fifty-year
period frcm the' 1880s to the 1930s. The appearance of the Upper West Side
is a reflection of economic and speculative building patterns and the
collaborative efforts of speculators, developers, and architects. The
rowhouses within the district, built within a relatively short span of years
that ended in the first decade of the twentieth century, present a picture
of the final phase of single-family rcartiouse construction in Manhattan.
Multiple dwellings of various kinds, beginning with tenements and flats and
followed by apartment hotels, studio buildings, and apartment buildings,
were constructed throughout the period of development in the district. The
result, little changed since the 1930s, is a complexly interwoven urban
neighborhood characterized by a mix of residential building types.

The documented history of the Upper West Side begins soon after the
colonial Dutch settlement of New Amsterdam in the seventeenth century.
Prior to its urbanization, the Upper West Side was known as Blooningdale, or
"Bloemendaal" to the early Dutch settlers, in recollection of a flower-
growing region of Holland. In the early eighteenth century, Blooningdale
Road (later renamed the Boulevard and finally Broadway in 1898) was opened
through the area, following the course of an old Indian trail, and provided
the northern route out of the city which was then concentrated at the
southern tip of ffanhattan Island. Rural lodges and broken-down shanties,
interspersed with large outcroppings of rock, dotted the landscape of
Bloomingdale. Working farms and colonial estates were established and small
hamlets, such as Harsenville near West 72nd Street, were settled on or near
Bloomingdale Road during the eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries.
However, the Upper West Side, including the area within the boundaries of
the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District, remained largely
undeveloped until the 1880s.

New York City's population rapidly increased throughout the colonial
period and into the nineteenth century. As a result, development in the
city expanded northward, with growing commercial interests continuously
transforming and displacing residential conraunities. Neighborhoods were
established further uptown away frcm spreading commercial development. By
the 1850s, the city's northern urban limits had reached today's midtown. As
development continued to push northward, it was largely concentrated on the
East Side, following the transit lines, which included steamboat service on
the East River and several horse car lines.

The Upper West Side was included in the Randel Survey (known as the
Commissioners' Map of 1811) which outlined a uniform grid plan of broad
avenues and narrow cross streets to be imposed upon the rolling hills of
Manhattan. Many years elapsed, however, before most of the avenues and
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streets in rural Bloomingdale urere acbmlly laid out (scm streets as late
as the 187Ds and 1880s) and the larxl sLibdivided into standard by
loo foot building lots.

The creatim of Central Park (a designated New York City scenic
LaiKhark), begun in 1857, spurred growth in -rea around the Park's
perimater, and set off the first wave of real estate speculation on the
upper west side. TradiM in upper West side buldirV lots was active,
particularly m the avermes, during m extensive period of Nw York real
estate speculation whidi lasted fi.. 136S until the financial panic of 1873.

The cpemng of avenues and improved public traroportation to the Upper
west Side (begimirxg in the 1860S but particularly in the 1870s) contributed
to the first wave of growth in the area. In 1864, thp horse car lim m
EigIn:h Averwe (renamed Central Park West in 1883) was extendecl fr. nidtown
to West 84th Street. In 1865, the Commissioners of Cmytral Park were
authorized to ocuplete the laying cut of the streets west of the Park. The
Bmdevard (the irain artery of the Upper West Side and the xwte linkirxj the

to the south with points north) was wideried in 1868-71 ard designed to
receive ceritral, planted mlls frm West 59th to 155th Streets.

Transportaticn iMrovemerrts that were plarmed ard carried out by
private companies at the end of the 1870S further erl=ced the potential of
the area. In 1878, horse car service was started on Tenth Avenue (jerared
Amsterdam Avenue in 1890) and Broaclway, and the horse car liries an Eighth
AVMle Were replaced by street rail servim up to West 125th Street. In
1879 the Elevated Railway m Nirith Avenue (renamed Columbus Avenue in 1890)
was ompletod with stat3.ons at West 72nd, 81st, 93rd, and 104th Streets.

The earliest rows of houses in the district were built in the 1870s,
before the Panic of 1873, follcwing the iriitial prcmise of Li-- great
developwnt prospects in the area. These houses % sitLiated in proxilrmty
to the El stations already proposed at that tim. Tw Icrig rows, portiom
of which still exist, were sitmted between Central Park West and Columbus
Avenue: a thirteen-house row m west 83rd Street (of which six survive) end
a twenty-house row Dn West 92nd street (tw of the surviving seven are
within the district). Ariother row (cf iddch four was
built cn West 71st Streat rear Broadway.

The N2nth Avemm El served as the primary impetus to sustained
develagnent in the area of the district. Mere was a direct response m the
part of speculative builders to the presence of the El, ard, bo-tween 1879 and
1887 developFnent clilstered within a raaus of its staticns in the
blodo betwam Central Park W-st and Amsterdam Avmm. 7he peak of this
boom came in 1886; architects, developers, ard builders active elseAlere in
the city were n foaLlsing their attention m the prim real estate
cpportunitie of the Upper West side.

Buildinci

SaMle-fairaly hoases, the first choim of upper middle-class fanilles
locating in the area, were only profitable for their developers m the side
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streets in rural Bloomingdale were actually laid out (some streets as late
as the 1870s and 1880s) and the land subdivided into standard twenty-five by
100 foot building lots.

The creation of Central Park (a designated New York City Scenic
Landmark), begun in 1857, spurred growth in areas around the Park's
perimeter, and set off the first wave of real estate speculation on the
Upper West Side. Trading in Upper West Side building lots was active,
particularly on the avenues, during an extensive period of New York real
estate speculation which lasted from 1868 until the financial panic of 1873.

The opening of avenues and improved public transportation to the Upper
West Side (beginning in the 1860s but particularly in the 1870s) contributed
to the first wave of growth in the area. In 1864, the horse car line on
Eighth Avenue (renamed Central Park West in 1883) was extended from midtown
to West 84th Street. In 1865, the Commissioners of Central Park were
authorized to complete the laying out of the streets west of the Park. The
Boulevard (the main artery of the Upper West Side and the route linking the
city to the south with points north) was widened in 1868-71 and designed to
receive central, planted malls from West 59th to 155th Streets.

Transportation improvements that were planned and carried out by
private companies at the end of the 1870s further enhanced the potential of
the area. In 1878, horse car service was started on Tenth Avenue (renamed
Amsterdam Avenue in 1890) and Broadway, and the horse car lines on Eighth
Avenue were replaced by street rail service up to West 125th Street. In
1879 the Elevated Railway on Ninth Avenue (renamed Columbus Avenue in 1890)
was completed with stations at West 72nd, 81st, 93rd, and 104th Streets.

The earliest rows of houses in the district were built in the 1870s,
before the panic of 1873, following the initial promise of the great
development prospects in the area. These houses were situated in proximity
to the El stations already proposed at that time. Two long rows, portions
of which still exist, were situated between Central Park West and Columbus
Avenue: a thirteen-house row on West 83rd Street (of which six survive) and
a twenty-house row on West 92nd Street (two of the surviving seven are
within the district). Another five-house row (of which four survive) was
built on West 71st Street near Broactway.

The Ninth Avenue El served as the primary impetus to sustained
development in the area of the district. There was a direct response on the
part of speculative builders to the presence of the El, and between 1879 and
1887 development clustered within a two-block radius of its stations in the
blocks between Central Park West and Amsterdam Avenue. The peak of this
boom came in 1886; architects, developers, and builders active elsewhere in
the city were now focusing their attention on the prime real estate
opportunities of the Upper West Side.

Building Types

Single-family houses, the first choice of upper middle-class families
locating in the area, were only profitable for their developers on the side

10
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