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December 19, 2007

The Honorable Meenakshi Srinivasan
Chair
New York City Board of Standards and Appeals
40 Rector Street - 9th Floor
New York, New York 10006

Re: Congregation Shearith Israel ("CSI")
6-10 West 70th Street/99 Central Park West
74-07-BZ /CEQR No.: 07BSA071 M

Dear Madam Chair:

This letter responds to questions raised by the Board of Standards and Appeals at the November 27,
2007 public hearing for the above-referenced zoning application regarding shadows that would be cast by
the proposed new building. At the hearing, the Board requested a full shadows analysis according to the
methodology presented in the City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Technical Manual, evaluating
the project's incremental shadows on sun-sensitive receptors for the four analysis days recommended in
the CEQR Technical Manual.

Following the methodology for assessing shadows provided in the CEQR Technical Manual, a screening
analysis was performed to determine whether shadow cast by the proposed new building could be long
enough to reach any nearby sun-sensitive resources at any time of year. According to the CEQR
Technical Manual, such resources include publicly accessible open spaces, architectural resources with
sunlight-dependent features (such as stained glass windows on a church or synagogue), and important
natural features and scenic landscapes.

The screening analysis compared the shadows cast by the existing building to those cast by the proposed
new building to identify incremental shadows that would be cast by the new building that are not cast
today (i.e., shadows cast by the portion of the proposed building above the roof height of the existing
building). A street map of the project site and surrounding area was prepared, and all open spaces and
historic resources were denoted on the map. Using the heights of the proposed building and the existing
building, the full extent of the area that could be shaded by the project was calculated for the full year.
This analysis disregards the shadows that are already cast by other existing buildings in the surrounding
area.

The attached graphic illustrates the extent of the shadows that would be cast by the new building and
those that are already cast by the existing building.

This analysis shows that, disregarding shadows attributable to existing buildings, the incremental
shadows from the new building would fall onto areas about one block south of the project site, the project
block, and in a small area on the block immediately to the north. However, many or those shadows would
fall in locations that are already being shaded by other buildings.

AKRF, Inc. New York City Hudson Valley Region Long Island Baltimore / Washington Area New Jersey




