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TODDLER PROGRAM

SUMMER 2007:

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30 am-11:30am
(ages approx-18months-33 months) 

2007-2008 Fall/Spring Registration Form2007-2008 Fall/Spring Registration Form 

Liz Rios will teach the younger group. As many parents know, Liz has been
working with children in the congregation for many years and has taught in

the Toddler program since its inception in 1999.
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The Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue 
Congregation Shearith Israel 

8 West 70th Street 
New York, NY 10023 

 

TODDLER PROGRAM 
Fall and Spring Registration 

 

For ages 16 months-33 months 
 Caregiver attendance required 

Mondays and Wednesdays: 9:30-11:30 
2007/08  (Sept. 10 – June 4) 

                                                                               
Name of Child: ___________________________________________DOB:  m     d       y____ 
Name of Parent/s: _____________________________________________________________ 
Home Address: ________________________________________________________________       
Home Telephone No: __________________________________________________________           
Work Telephone No./s:  ________________________________________________________ 
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________           
Caregiver attending (if other than above): ________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact: __________________________ Emergency No:  __________________     
Doctor’s Name: _______________________________   Doctor’s No: ___________________ 
Allergies? _____________________________________________________________________ 
Anything else we should know? _________________________________________________  
  
 Please mark your selection from the following choices: 
  
 Full Year : 2007/08  (Discount with Full Year enrollment) 
  (2 day)          Member: $2230_____                             Non-Member: $2700____ 
  (1 day)          Member: $1340_____                             Non-Member: $1620____ 
  
Fall 2007:  Sept. 10th - Dec. 19th: (No groups: Oct. 8 Columbus Day) 
 (2 day)          Member: $1085_____                              Non-Member: $1300____    
 (1 day)          Member:  $655_____                               Non-Member:   $790____ 
  
Spring 2008: Jan. 7th – June 4 (No groups: Jan. 21 MLK Day; Feb. 18 President’s Day; May26 Memorial 
Day)          
 (2 day)          Member: $1265_____                               Non-Member: $1520____ 
 (1 day)          Member:   $760_____                               Non-Member:  $900____ 
  
Registration is on a continuous basis as places are available. Preference is given to 2-day enrollment.  
Date: ________________   Amount: $____________ 
Synagogue: _______         Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________  
  
Please complete this form and submit to the Synagogue office with a check made out to:  Early 
Childhood Programs, Cong. Shearith Israel. Questions?  Call the office @ (212) 873‐0300 
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NOTES FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

By Alana Shultz

Winter is here, and while it may be cold outside, we certainly
did our part to add some warmth and light over the Hanukkah season,
literally and spiritually!
Our Hesed initiative is coming along very nicely! We had a wonderful group
in attendance at the Bikur Holim conference. Members of the congregation
have stepped up to dedicate their time to visit some homebound from the
community, members volunteered to deliver Hanukkah packages to
the elderly through DOROT, and our Coat Drive enabled many needy New
York Jews to stay warm this winter. The holidays are always festive at
Shearith Israel. We watched the Thanksgiving Parade march on, and
celebrated Hanukkah many times over.
The annual Sephardic Music Festival entertained us with Sephardic slam
poetry of Vanessa Hidary, The Hebrew Mamita, and the spirited sounds of
Spain with musician Gerard Edery. Our children helped construct one of
the world’s largest menorot, out of Lego! And our teenagers introduced
Hanukkah Poker at Shearith Israel sponsored NCSY Hanukkah Party
(NCSY is a Jewish Youth movement for High school students. Please
contact Alana for more information).
As usual, our kids away in college were in our hearts, as we sent them gifts
from the congregation. Our Hanukkah Shabbat Hospitality Dinner brought
in a full house! We welcomed members of the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue
as our guests and enjoyed one another’s company over delicious food,
interactive table games and lively Hanukkah songs!
Over November and December, we celebrated not only song, but poetry as
well. As usual, our monthly Poetry Shmooze with Janet Kirchheimer
continued to enlighten us, but we had at the additional treat of hearing a
reading from students from her Master Poetry Class, and celebrated
Janet’s published book at her Book Party! Other events included a
screening of the Oscar-nominated Brazilian film, The Year My Parents
Went on Vacation. All who attended raved about the movie, which opens in
theaters in January. Shearith Israel was also happy to host hundreds of
young internationals at our annual collaborative Shabbat dinner with the
Jewish International Connection whichprovides a community in NY for
young Jewish adults from abroad.
Coming up, you can look forward to our annual Rollerblading party for the
kids, and many more joint youth programs with other UWS synagogues,
including movie nights, off-site trips and more. Sunday, January 20th
will be the Tu b’Shebat Youth Party, and a congregational Tu b’Shebat
seder held in the Spanish and Portuguese tradition will be held Monday,
January 21st, led by our own Rabbi Ira Rohde and Rev. Salomon Vaz Dias.
Hospitality Shabbat dinners will be held on Friday, January 18th and
February 15th. Look out for flyers and emails on these events and more,
such as a series of lectures in celebration of Israel’s 60th birthday, a series
of parenting classes, future Poetry Shmooze dates, Family Learning and an
evening of wine tasting.
Weekly Shabbat activities will continue as usual, with children aged 5-12 on
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Weekly Shabbat activities will continue as usual, with children aged 5-12 on
the second floor classrooms with our Group Leaders, while Toddlers join
Liz in the New Auditorium, both starting at 10am. A Tot Shabbat service,
consisting of singing, learning berakhot, and learning the Parashah, is held
on a weekly
basis. Junior Congregation takes place roughly every other week,
beginning around 10:15am.
The Spring Semester of the Toddler Program, for children aged 16 months
to 33 months and their caregivers, will begin in January and is held on
Mondays and Wednesdays.
Contact the office to register. Our ever-popular Tai Chi class will also
continue on Thursday mornings at 11:00am.
To get in touch with me regarding these programs or to share any ideas
you may have, please email alana.shultz@shearithisrael. org or call 212-
873-0300 x209. I look forward to a fun and active year ahead!
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL -PTTS

In 1802, Meir Polonies donated $900 to fund our
Religious School. 201 years later, the school still carries
his name (the Polonies Talmud Torah School), a
dedication to the continuity of the educational programs
at Shearith Israel. Today, approximately forty children
aged 3-16 attend our school, comprised of families from
a wide range of religious observances. Our school
specializes in exciting Jewish content and Hebrew
reading, close teacher-student relationships, and a
greater connection to the wider community. Our
emphasis is on a deep understanding of our traditions,
critical thinking, and the ever-relevant applicability of the
Torah's teachings to contemporary life. We encourage
children to remain in the school beyond their Bar and
Bat Mitzvah, to further develop their religious identities.
For more information, please contact Rabbi Hayyim
Angel (212-873-0300 ext. 206), Principal.

PTTS Update
          Rabbi Hayyim Angel, Principal
We would like to congratulate the recipients of the 2006-
2007 leadership awards: Alexandra Banin, for her
participation in our Shabuoth Ruth reading, setting the
tone for other girls in her class and the class below her
to participate in future years.  Michael Okin, for his
outstanding attendance and achievement in Hebrew
reading and Bible study.  Danny Etzioni, Riva
Goldman, Sophie Maxman & Stephanie Slepian, for
joining the new generation of post-Bar and Bat Mitzvah
study in our school.  You set the standard for other
students to emulate, and we are proud of your
achievements and commitment to the school and
congregation!
Leadership skills developed in our school often mature
into more substantial commitments as our students grow
older.  Adam Towne, a long-time student in our
Religious School who has entered his Sophomore year
at Cornell University, has been elected Engagement
Chair of the Cornell Hillel Jewish Student Union.  He is
in charge of getting Jewish students of all backgrounds
to become more involved in the Jewish clubs on
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