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250 We're hoping to expand all these programs and we hope that this new building

251 will - - this new building certainly will help address just about all of our present needs,

252 although hopefully we'll continue to grow and then. well have to come back here in a

253 few years or be creative, as we've been, and figure out how to make even more room as

254 we go along.

255 One other major problem that we have is the ritual of Kiddush, (Phonetic) which

256 is the sanctification of the day that we say every Saturday morning as well as every

257 holiday, but we have to go downstairs and handicapped accessibility back in 1897 was

258 simply not part of the vocabulary.

259 All of our elderly men cannot even come into the sanctuary without going up nine

260 steps and both men and women have no means of going downstairs, even though it's part

261 of the ritual.

262 We're hoping that the new building will really take care of all of these needs.

263 1 just became the ninth spiritual, senior spiritual leader of the congregation since

264 1768 and it's really the largest and most vibrant congregation we've ever been and we're

265 really hoping to continue to grow, as we have been, and we look forward to a better

266 facility.

267 We really thank the architects and the team for helping envision what our current

268 needs are and hopefully we'll be able to grow into it in the future. Thank you. I'm not

269 gong to be - - yes, sorry.

270 CHAIR SRINIVASAN: Go ahead.
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271 RABBI ANGEL: I'm not going to be able to stay for the

272 entire proceeding so if there are any particular questions you need, I'll be happy to

273 answer them now.

274 CHAIR SRINIVASAN: Are there any questions for the

275 Rabbi? All right. Thank you.

276 RABBI ANGEL: Thank you very much.

277 MS. KAY: Hello. Hi. I'm Lynne Kay. I'm the Director

278 of Jewish Life and Learning at the synagogue. That's the post that has educational and

279 pastoral responsibilities. I serve just under Rabbi Angel.

280 1 also am not able to stay to the end of the proceedings. I have to teach, so when 1

281 finish speaking, if you'd like to ask me any questions, I'd be happy to answer them.

282 We need new classrooms to answer both existing educational needs that are just

283 not done as well as they should be and also to accommodate expanded adult and youth

284 programming that we're looking to build.

285 Our Hebrew School has nine teachers and myself. We meet Thursday afternoons

286 and Sunday mornings.

287 On Sundays - - and, in general, we don't have enough classrooms to

288 accommodate the school on one floor together. Two classes actually meet in one

289 classroom with a divider in between them and two others are on another floor and there's

290 another tutoring, a remedial program that happens in the other part of the building which

291 is detrimental to that students' smooth transition into the mainstream class which, you

292 must do every week, and a sense of belonging to the larger school as a whole.
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293 It's very valuable to have classes near each other so there's a sense of camaraderie

294 within the school and a sense of shared purpose and a chance for the younger students to

295 learn from the older ones and for the older students to be role models to the younger

296 children.

297 We're also trying to expand the ages served in our Hebrew School. We're

298 looking to build a pre-k, a four to five year old group, and that would also need a space

299 for that.

300 Currently, there's the children who study for a bar or bat mitzvah ceremonies,

301 which are twelve and thirteen years old, study in a three hundred person auditorium,

302 which is not conducive to their focus because it doesn't provide a bright, intimate space

303 for directed study and this happens both on weekdays and on Sundays.

304 We need rooms for different purposes. An early childhood room is not good for

305 an adolescent class. They'll feel patronized, not to mention the tiny furniture and the

306 bathrooms are not appropriate.

307 Adult education needs its own venues where books and resources and an AV

308 setup is there.

309 Currently, we do not have enough rooms for adult education programs, which we

310 will continue to add to it.

311 We just added a new class this fall.

312 Classes can only meet in a room that we call the Elias room. It's sort of like a

313 board room and that's frequently taken by board meetings and sisterhood meetings and so

314 on.
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315 Neither the auditorium nor the Elias room have elderly classrooms. They're not

316 set up for power point illustration of our classes. They don't even have white boards and

317 adult education and also teen programs can happen throughout the week and on the

318 weekends and do,

319 And, Rabbi Angel, I just wanted to echo, he was talking about concurrent adult

320 education where we're putting together a program which we'll hopefully have several

321 offerings at once which would need space together so that there can be milling between

322 and after and the good sense of continuity in that program.

323 The early childhood program that was mentioned currently meets in the

324 auditorium, which can lead to disruption because the adults, other adults need to access

325 that room or the kitchen and it's detrimental to the class when the teacher has to leave

326 like circle time, for example, to attend to an adult who is not part of the class and

327 dedicated classrooms for the early childhood program would allow the continued growth

328 of the program.

329 Right now, it's two mornings and we're looking to expand it to five mornings.

330 The program has been growing. It started with two - - no, I'm sorry, four children and

331 it's now just under twenty children.

332 Finally, I just wanted to mention, as I said, I have pastoral responsibilities at the

333 synagogue and I would like to echo what Rabbi Angel said about the importance about

334 the Kiddush downstairs following services from a pastoral prospective.

335 In addition its being a component of the observance of a Sabbath or a festival,

336 especially for our older members, but really for any member, but I want to speak to the

337 needs of the older members of the congregation.
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years in gaining approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness that limits the development
envelope to the building before the Board. Its request for Landmarks cooperation on a ZRCNY
Sec. 74-711 special permit was denied, thus properly bringing this Application to the Board for
relief.

The Board has asked for and received an unprecedented amount of material on the
educational and religious uses which must be included in the new development. It has heard the
religious and educational leaders of the Synagogue attest to the need and the configuration of the
new community facility space requested in the Application. It has received material in several
formats regarding the utilization of this space, down to each hour of each day, which is a degree
of submission beyond the experience of practitioners who routinely have represented or currently
represent hospitals and schools before the Board. It has asked for and received detailed
information on a tenant school notwithstanding that the Applicant has stated on numerous
occasions without condition or qualification that the tenant's programmatic needs bear no
relationship to this Application. It has heard testimony from the Synagogue's Rabbi and its chief
educator that were there no tenant the religious and educational needs of the Synagogue would
still require that it apply for the classroom space requested in this Application.

The Board has requested and received detailed information, both graphically and in site-
specific narrative, traveling up and down the length of Central Park West to demonstrate
conclusively that there are no other sites that can reasonably be considered development sites
that share the specific and unique properties of this Zoning Lot.

The Applicant hopes that the Board can return to the basic elements of this Application,
shorn of all the digressions and canards associated with non-existent catering halls, profit-
motivated schemes and conspiratorial tenants to the basic elements of the submission, which are
in accord with the Board's past practices and its present approach to considering the "A" Finding
in applications based on educational and religious purposes, including those applications that
propose mixed-uses on their Zoning Lot.

Finding "B"

ZRCNY Sec. 72-21 states in part: "this finding shall not be required for the granting of a
variance to a nonprofit organization ....."

Notwithstanding the clear language of the Zoning Resolution, the Board has requested
and received substantial financial information, near or at a level of specificity that it would
require from a profit-motivated applicant. We have been pleased to comply with the Board's
interests, but not to the extent of waiving our right to observe with all due respect that
consideration of a B Finding in this case, or any semblance of consideration of reasonable return
in determining the outcome of this Application, especially given the educational and religious
purposes of the Applicant, would exceed the Board's authority. We understand that the Board
believes it can legitimately delve into an analysis of reasonable return in this Application because
of the mixed-use nature of the Application, and we done our utmost to cooperate with the
Board's interests. We further appreciate that it has done so in four cases which it has
subsequently approved. However, we understand that the Board believes there is a distinction
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contained only 13 office areas within 2,344 sf. These new office areas will be utilized by CSI's

new assistant Rabbi; program director, secretary and assistant; archivist and tour director. In

addition to these administrative spaces, the creation of a suitable multipurpose room for larger

ceremonies, meetings, life cycle ceremonies, lectures, etc and the addition of classrooms will

address significant shortfalls in CSI's ability to serve both its members and the community..

EXISTING AND PROPOSED CSI PROGRAM AREAS OT 37

FL
CLASSROOM
(SF)

OFFICE
(SF)

LTt-
FUNCTION
SF)

IQrCHEN
(SF)

BABY-
SITTING
(SF)

LOBBY/
EXHIBIT
(SF)

Synagogue
EVa ion(
SF)

ARCHIM
L18. (SF.)

CARE-
TAKER
(SF) RES. (SF.)

C2 POSEd .00 553 .00
C1 PROPOSED 708.00 385.00 i 655.42

EXISTING 1.484.00 450.00 315.00
1st PROPOSED 475.00 1,017.57 1864.00 1,3211.00 565-00

EXISTING 1108.00 440.00
2nd PROPOSED 1.127.00 .473.00

EXISTING 1,063.00 127.00 349.00
3rd PROPOSED 2,600.00

647.00 127.00 J 1,133.00
4th PROPOSED 1,409.00 ! 1 1249.00

PROPOSED 12.00
6Oh PROPOSED 4,512.00
7th PROPOSED 4,512.00

I PROPOSED 4,512.00
PH PROPOSED 815.92

Finally, the addition of residential use in the upper portion of the building is consistent

with CSI's need to raise enough capital funds to correct the programmatic deficiencies described

throughout this Application. The requested residential use is as-of-right throughout the Zoning

Lot and more than enough zoning floor area is available as a matter of right. The proposed

residential floor area uses only 16 percent of the Zoning Lot's available zoning floor area, and

represents 53.3 percent of proposed New Building zoning floor area, 40.7 percent of the New

Building's gross floor area and 32.4 percent of the proposed zoning floor area (based on the

entire Zoning Lot). When completed with the New Building, more than fifty-one percent of the

development rights on the Zoning Lot (74,345.41 zsf) will remain unused. The development

Revised May 13, 2008
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1551 CHAIR SRINIVASAN: We won't be answering the

1552 question, so if you have any questions for the Board, you can speak to our staff so either

1553 testify on this application or perhaps speak with someone from staff.

1554 MS. BLUMKIN: Yes. I'd like to comment that for those

1555 of us who don't work in this area on a daily basis, something was said by Mr. Friedman

1556 to a land use committee of Community Board #7 that I found disturbing and if I can't ask

1557 a question, I'll just put it out there for the consideration of the Board.

1558 Mr. Friedman, multiple times, represented to the Land Use Committee of

1559 Community Board #7 that the Shearith Israel proposal had the support of the Bloomberg

1560 Administration which, obviously, gave rise to grave concern and those of us who were

1561 there wondering whether - - is anything that we're going to say matter from this point on?

1562 Or does Mr. Friedman's representation to the Community Board that his proposal has the

1563 support of the Bloomberg Administration mean that these applications are a fait

1564 accompli.

1565 I just though that I would - -

1566 CHAIR SRINIVASAN: All right. We'll ask the applicant

1567 to clarify it.

1568 MS. BLUMKIN: Thank you.

1569 CHAIR SRINIVASAN: All right. Next speaker.

1570 MR. SHANE: Good afternoon. My name is Hal Shane.

1571 I'm a resident of 18 West 70th Street.

1572 1 can't repeat everything that's been told to this Board but I can speak to you

1573 emotionally.
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